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Note: the abo"e pointers mertl, r,pre­
smt II fecu of the tremendous and spectac­
ular SCnltS in the production. To tho,...
ougltl, a//r";lItt tht magnitude of "The

The final cUnchlng bit of evld nc
that stamps "The Pony Express" .as
refreshingly diJrerent is this: th il­
lain 18 not Idlled. Instead, Slade, the
notorious bad man, is promot d foo;
his supposed bravery and mel DCY.
That is an Ironic touch that is his­
torically true!

Not the least of the production's
interesting lIighlights is the half~

pathetic struggle of religion to gain a
foothold on the frontier, where there
were ,as many good men as ther
were bad, the only thing In common
being that none of them went to
church!

oc

HIGHLIGHTS
OF PICTURE

For the first time, Mark Twain, the
noted humorist, is pictured on the
screen-not the Mark Twain of old
age, but as a stripling youth. Billy
Cody, the youthfUl "Buffalo B1ll" and
Brigham Young, the famous Mormon
leader, are two outstanding historic
characters who appear in the picture.

Words alone cannot describe the
heart-stirring events that o~ur in
and about Sacramento and which
Cruze has pictured with graphic
fidelity. The scenes of the city, with
its hysterical excitement OTer the
pony rider's 1l.rst trip, its heated and
picturesQ.ue political parades, the
coming of the riverboat, the arrival
of the news of Lincoin's election,.
closely followed by the declaration of
war, and finally, the ftocking of
miners to the Union cause and their
marching aW{ly as volunteers, are
gripping, moving and inspiring.

g t- e pec
the picture--when the Sioux raid the
city of JUlesbur~, bnrning part of It
before the troops arrive and drive
them out. More than 600 Indiana
and a like number of soldiers take
part In this scene.

T HE plot of "The Pony Express'"
is essentially dUl:erent, first be­

cause its background is unique­
there is only one Pony Express" in
history and this is its story-and
secondly because it develops natural­
ly and logically midst scenes of
crudity, humor and pathos as they
all too vividly existed on the west­
ern frontier in the volcanic days of

.1860.

One of the most exciting and ro­
mantic sequences is that depicting
the run of the first Pony Express,
from the time it leaves st. Joseph,
Missouri, over the plains, the valleys,
the "bad lands," across the Rock1~s,
over the shifting salt sands of the
Great Salt Lake 'basin, ovei' the'Bllow­
drift trails of the towering Sierras,
to Sacramento, California, mecca of
the gold rush, the end of the Pony
Express

L
whence the mall is carried

to San Jrranci8co by riverboat.

and

JAMES CRUZE.
DIRECTOR' OF

·THE PONY EXPRESS'
A PARAMOUNT PICTURE

Production Mat lPA

Screen Wizard -r

true and faithful interpretation of the
various characters. Betty Compson,
Ricardo Cortez, Ernest Torrence and
Wallace Beery portray the principal
roles with a whole-souled sincerity
and zeal that throws a glamor of
reality over their respective perform­
ances. And the thousands of sup-

satisfying account of themselves.
"The Pony Express" is one of the

supreme screen achlevements--an en­
during motion picture classic that
epitomizes the heroic spirit- of the
frontier West.

Weston, having learned of Slade's
plot, obtains possession of the true
dispatch and starts West with it.
Meeting the Pony Express rider com­
ing East, Weston persuades him to
change runs and take the vital dis­
patch on West, while he, himself,
with the eastbound mall, returns to
Julesburg. The murderous attack on
the town by Bent and his In1ians has
already begun, but the timely arrival
of a regiment of soldiers saves the
day.

Slade promptly discharges Weston
on a technicality, so the latter, In
company with Molly and her father,
starts for Sacra\llento. Meanwhile,
news of Lincoln's election ~s reach­
ed California, causing the state to
declare itl\elf sQ.uarely or the Union.
Back in Julesburg, Slade-an ironic
historic touch-is promoted by the
Overland Stage Company for his sup­
posed bravery in defending the town.

The last incident of all s the mar­
riag of ton and Molly. War has
be n declar Weston has joined
the arm and the volunteers are
marching down the tr et singing,

1902

o
has sldlfully molded together in 0
an inspiring cinematic symphony that
is certain to stir every true American
to the core!

Distinguished, indeed, is the cast
the director has assembled .tor the

The Story
The time is early In 1860. North

and South are equally divided on the
slave question. Political eyes are
turned to California, as its attitude
and resources will strengthen either
party.

Because of his anti-slavery ora­
tions, Jack Weston, debonair gambler
and dead shot, has been marked for
death by the "Knights of the Golden
Circle," a secr~t society, headed by
Senator Glen, an unscrupulous poli­
tician, who is an avowed Secessionist.
Weston, however, makes a sensation­
al escape· and goes to Julesburg.
Colorado, where he becomes a Pony
Express rider.

B tw n Weston and Slade, super­
tntend nt of the Overland Stage Com­
pany, a bitter rivalry springs up for
the hand of Molly Jones, ~ popular
local belle. Slaae has arraJiged with
Glen, In the event Lincoln is el cted,
to a nd a fak dispatch to California
announcing his d feat, In order to
swing the Golden State to the South­
ern cause. Charlie Bent, th half­
breed head of a banet of Sioux In­
dians, and secr Uy in leagu with
Slade, plans to take advantage of the
excitement and raid th town.

CRUZE has done It again! t
"""Ever sInce this ctlrectortlll genius- ­

produced "The Covered Wagon,"
the pnblic has been clamoring for
another James Cruze production <?n
the same sweeping, majestic scale­
something that had In it the same
inspiration, the same exalted appeal
to patrtotism and pride of country,
the same arip on the fundamental
emotions. .

Here It is--"The Pony Express"­
a titanic epic masterpiece in which
Cruze recreates with spectacular ef­
fect and superlative craftsmanship
another memorable chapter in the
glorious history of the making of
America.

"The Pony Express" Is a vivid
cross-section of those unsettled, tur­
bulent, pre-Civil War ays when the
fate of our nation trembled In the
balance; when the slavery question
was a burning issue and tremendous
forces were marshalling on both
sid'es preparatory to splitting the
Union asunder; .when the lightning
riders of the Pony Express were the
only means of communication be­
tween the wavering fringe of civiliza­
tion in western Missouri and the new
and mighty empire on the Pacific,
which had leaped to the forefront of
importance by the discovery of gold.

Against this ,vast, panoramic back­
ground, midst outdoor settings of en­
trancing picturesqueness, Cruze has
built the structure of a great, vital
and human story-a story not only
teeming with incidents of historic in­
terest and significance, of political in­
trigue, sinister plotting, frontier
banditry and Indian warfare, bnt a
story ftlled with flashing romance,
tender love scenes, refreshing hu-

r uthentic thrills. And all

© lL

~CAST

JloUII Ion••. .•.••.•..• B~tty Compeon
lMk W ..Ion RIcardo Cortes
.,A.6cen.non" Jonu Ernest Ton8nce
"Rhod. Irland" B.d•..• Wallace Beel'1
lack Sl<ul•••••••.•••• Georie Bancroft
Charli. B.nt. ....•••. . Frank L.:e~
Bil/II Codl! . •...••..••.. J.o~n ., ox, r.
William B......ll..•....•Wilham Turner
S.nator 01.... .•. .') ••••..•.••AI Han:
Sam 01."'..... .....••.. Charles Gereon
A.unt. .........•.....•.. Ro~e1Tifle1
Ba.bl! Vond I an

FILM FACTS
IN TABLOID

CAMERAMAN
Karl 13rown-he also photograph­

ed "The Covered Wagon," ''"Beggar
on Horseback" and other big Cruze
productions.

TYPE OF STORY
A thrilling, colorful, historic tale

of the old West. Based on the true
of the romantic POny Express,

which carried the mail )966 miles
from Missouri to California In seven
and one-half days.

BACKGROUND
Like "The Covered Wagon," "The

Pony Expre88" is a ge:\luine historic
episode in the building up of Amer­
ica, sustained in effort, patriotic in
conception, heroic in execution, hav­
ing .. vital beartng on our national
llf.

For that reason tremendous effort
was made to have the picture histor­
ically correct down to the minutest
d tall. Months were spent in pains­
taking study and research and in ob­
taining locations that exactly du­
plicated the scenes of the story in
1860. From forgotten documents
and recorda of that period in the
Congressional Library at Washington
and in the state libraries of Wyom­
ing, Colorado, Utah and California,
a mass of auth ntic data was obtaln-

d of intrinsic historic interest, aside
trom its value to the picture. In ad­
dition, thousands of historic rellcs,
SOUT nlrs and rare prop 'rUes of all
kinds w r gathered for us In th
production.

For the faithful reproduction of
th frontier West of slxty-fiv years

go, the old city of Sacram nto was
rebuilt, th old river dock WBI r ­
construct d and an antiQuat driver
boat was r surrected and recommis­
sion d. Similarly, th old town ot
Jul burg, Colorado, wa r built on

DIRECTOR

J AMES CRUZE-his is an art that
appeals to tl),e masses and the

classes, to the cr(Ucs and the public,
for he has been able to catch Life
itself and transfer it in thrilling ad­
venture to the screen.

AUTHORS
Henry James Forman, novelist and

former editor of Collier's Weekly,
collaborated with Walter Woods,
prominent screen scenar,st, in writ­
l,ng "The Pony Express." The story
has also been published in book form
and will app~ar simultaneously with
the release of the film.

SCENARIST
Walter Woods-he is responsible

for many of the screen adaptations
of Cruze's prevIous· successes.

/pic Film GlorifieS He~
·.;:~~~~~==~=~====:;.lBetty Compson, Ricardo Cortez, Ernest Torrence

Wallace Beery Head Brilliant Cast in Titanic
Spectacle Romance of Frontier West



Covered ..Wagon.'~

For the first time, Mark Twain, the
noted humorist, Is pictured on the
screen-not the Mark Twain of old
age, but as a stripling youth. BlUy
Cody, the youthful "Buffalo Bill" and
Brigham Young, the famous Mormon
leader, are two outstanding historic
characters who appear in the picture.

Note: the abo'fle poi"ters merely repre­
st"t a few of tilt treme"aous a"d spectac­
ular scentS i" the proauctio". To thor­
oughly appruiate the mag"itude of "The
Po", Exprus," it must be SUII, "ot 01fce

but u'fIeral times!

The final clinching bit of evidence
that stamps "The Pony Expr ss" .as
efreshlngly different Is thls~ the 1[U·

lain is not killed. Instead, Slade, the
notorious bad man, Is promot d f~

his supposed bra.very and efficiency.
That Is an Ironic touch that is his-
torically true!

Not the least of the production's
interesting lJighlights Is the half­
pathetic struggle of religion to gain a
foothold on the frontier, where there
were ,as many good men as there
were bad, the only thing in common
being tbat none of them went to
church!

ght- e spec
tbe picture-when the Sioux raid the
city of JUlesbur~, burning part of it
before the troops arrive and drive
them out. More than 500 Ind1a.ns
and a like number of soldiers take
part in this scene.

IDGHLIGHTS
OF PICTURE

Words alone cannot describe the
heart-stirring events that occur In
and about Sacramento and which
Cruze has pictured with graphic
fidelity. The scenes of tbe city, with
Its hysterical excitement over the
pony rider's first trip, its beated and
picturesque political parades, the
coming of the riverboat, the arrival
of tbe news of Lincoln's election,
closely followed by the declaration of
war, and finally, the docking of
miners to the Union cause and tbeir
marching aw,,"y as volunteers, are
gripping, moving and insplr1ng.

...J "

T HE plot of "The Pony Express
is essentially d~erent, first be­

cause its background is unique­
tbere is only one "Pony Express" in
history and this is its story-and
secondly because it develops natural­
ly and logically midst scenes of
crudity, bumor and pathos as they
all too vividly ansted on the west­
ern frontier In the volcanic days of

.18'60. -

One of the most exciting and ro­
mantic sequences is that depfcting
the run of the first Pony Express,
from the time it leaves st. Josepb,
Missouri, over the plains, tbe valleys,
the "bad lands," across tbe Rockies,
over tbe shifting salt sands of the
Great Salt Lake basin, over the snow­
drift tra.lls of tbe towering Sierras,
to Sacramel1to, California, mecca of
tbe gold rush, the end of the Pony­
Express whence tbe mall is carried
to San Francltlco by riverboat.

and

JAMES CRUZE_
DIRECTOR' OF

.THE PONY EXPRESS"
A PARAMOUNT PICTURE

Production Mat IPA

Screen Wizard

true and talthfullnterpretatlon of the
various characters. Betty Compson,
Rica.rdo Cortez, Ernest Torrence and
Wallace Beery portray tbe principal
roles with a whole-souled sincerity
and zeal tbat tbrows I(" glamor of
reality over their respective perform­
ances, And the thousands of sup-

Weston, having learned of Slade's
plot, obtains possession of the true
dispatch and starts West with it.
Meeting the Pony Express rider com­
ing East, Weston persuades him to
change rUDS and take the vital dis­
patch on West, while he, himself,
with the eastbound mall, returns to
Julesburg. The murderous attack on
the town by Bent and his Indians ha.s
already begun, but the timely arrIval
of a regiment of soldiers saves tbe
day.

Slade promptly discharges Weston
on a technicality, so the latter, In
company with Molly and ber father,
starts for Sacramento. Meanwhile,
news of Lincoln's election h~s reacb­
ed California, causing the state to
declare itself squarely for the Union.
Back in JUlesburg, Slade-an ironic
historic touch-is promoted by the
Overland Stage CQmpany for his sup­
posed bravery In defendh!g the town.

The last incident of all Is the mar­
riage of Weston and Molly. War has
been declared. Weston has joined
the army and the volunteers are
marcbing down tbe street singing,
"We are mlng Father Abraham,
three hundr d tb,ousand strone."

UThe

satisfying account of themselves.
"The Pony Express" Is one of tbe

supreme screen achlevement&-an en­
during motion picture classic that
epitomizes the heroic spirit of the
frontier West.

The Story

1 rifies He..

o
ha.a skilfully molded together In 0
an inspiring cinematic symphony that
is certain to stir every true American
to the core!

Distinguished, indeed, Is the cast
the director has assembled for the

./i

Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez, Ernest Torre~ce
Wallace Beery Head Brilliant Cast in Titamc

Spectacle Romance of Fron~ierWest

C
RUZE has done it again!
Ever since this directorial genius

produced "The Covered Wagon,"
the public has been clamoring for
another James Cruze production <!n
the same sweeping, majestic scale­
something t11at had in it the same
inspiration, the' same exalted appeal
to patriotism and pride of country, ~:
the same lP'lp on the fundamental :
emotions. # l

Here it ia--"The Pony Express"- :
a tltlUlic-ell1c -ma"llterptece-in-.hlcll -- j
Cruze recreates with spectacular ef- :
fect and superlative craftsm8Jlship l
another memorable chapter in the :.0::::::.
glorious history of the making of ::Jt
America. r:',

"The Pony Express" Is a vivid ·~:l\: ..w. ,.. . ':'.:

tion In western Missouri and the new
and mighty empire on the PacUlc,
which had leaped to the forefront of
Importance by the discovery of gold.

Against this ,vast, panoramJc back­
ground, midst outdoor settings of en­
trancing picturesqueness, Cruze has
built the structure of a great, vital
and human story-a story not only
teeming with Incidents of historic In­
terest and significance, of political in­
trigue, sinister plotting, frontier
banditry and Indian warfare, but a
storY tilled with dashing romance,
tender love scenes, refreshing hu-

r uthentlc thrU1s. And all

FILM FACTS
INT~BLOID

CAMERAMAN
Karl Brown-he also photograph­

ed "The Covered Wagon," "Beggar
on Horseback" and otber big Cruze
productions.

OOTAGE

CAST
MoUII Jonu . .•....•.•• B~ttl' 00'CE:'~
1""''1; Wuton ··· . RIcardo
,.A..cennonlJ Jon~•. .•..ErnMt Torrence
"nllodo 1.I/lnd" B.d ....Wallace Bee..,
J I1ck Slado . .•.••....• George Banoroft
CIlarlio B.n! . ..••••••.Frank ~oktejn .
BiUII Oodl/ .• .. , .•••••.• J.o~ 0", r.
Willi/lm Bllt••11. ••••.••WIllIam Turner
Sonator Gl,n ..• . h •. •• , .•. .•AfJ Hart
$/lm Olomo............ •Obadea eraon
Allnt. .•••...••••.•..•••Ro':iellT~le1
Babtf ...........•.....Von arr

DIRECTOR

J
MES CRUZ»-hls Is au art tha.t
appeals to t1).e masses a.nd the

clasBe8, to. the crItics and the public,
for be has been able to catch Life
itself and transfer It In thrilling ad~
venture to the screen.

AUTHORS
Henry ;rames Fonnan, novelist and

former editor of Collier's Weekly,
collaborated with Walter Woods,
prominent screen scenarist, In wrlt­
1,ng "The Pony Express." The story
has also been pUblished in book form
and will appear simultaneously with
the release of the film.

SCENARIST
Walter Woods-be is responsible

for many of the screen adaptations
of Cruze's previOUS .successes.

.. ,.



Advance Stories, Exploitation and Review
James Cruze's
"Pony Express"

Due at Rialto
Picture, Hailed as "The

Covered Wagon's" Only
Rival, Opens Sunday

11
uov-..... T \11

"Pony Express"
Milestone in

Film Annals
Historical Reali ies Vie With

Humanities in New Cruze
Pioneer Epic

T HE widely heralded and long
expected western special, "The

Pony Express," which James Cruze
directed for Paramonnt, with a brll­
ltant cast' of several thousand play­
erl, headed by Betty Compson, Ric­
ardo Co~z, Ernest Torrence and
Wallace Beery, will make Its local
debut at the Rialto n

piece gives Cruze the unl e distinc­
tion of producing the only photoplay
that seriously threatens the suprem­
acy heretofore maintained by hiB
Ilrst great epic, "The Covered
Wagon." And there Is much these
two cluslcs have In common.

Like its distinguished predecessor,
"The Pony Express" Is a powerful
story combining historical tact wlth
the element of romance that charac­
terlled the West of pioneer days.

. But although its climax Is as
tremendous, and Its ~ndlng as
emotional and beautiful as that of
"The Covered Wagon'!, its love
theme is more appealing, its back­
ground more faselnating, and Its
dramatic episodes more startling,
more thrilling and more colorful.

The action of the Itlot Is laid In
1860, in the dark' days just before
the Civil War, and deals with the
struggle betwe6n North and South to
gain control of California with ,Its
prestige and enormous resourcea of
gold. In this bitter political contest,
with Its plotting and Intrigue, gun­
Ilghting and bloodshed, the crack
riders of the Pony Express played
a significant and important part.

Besides the heroic achievements of
the Pony Express, the production viv­
idly and authentically depicts the
violent yet picturesque Ute of the
primitive West. Of the many his­
torical chal'acters who are portrayed,
particular interest attaches to the
youthful Mark Twain, the stripling
Buffalo Bill and the famous Mormon
leader, Brigham You .

Henry James' Forman, former
editor of Cbllier's Weekly, ~nd

Walter Woods, one ot the most ex­
perienced scenarists in the 111m In­
dustry, collaborated on the story of
"The Pony Expr,eBB."

Epic Historic West~m

Coming to the Rialto

EXPLOITATION STUNT SUPREME
Properly ha"dled, the followi"g limple and com'jrati.,eI1 i"e;rpe"li.,e e;r­

ploitatloK Itu"t will aroule tremendous e;reitnTIent a" 1t1Jltltio"al i"terest. It
will maie your theatre a"d the picture the talk of the to'lJJ1l. Here are the
dtttlill:

Start your campaign about two weeks before your playdate.
Tbru publlcity stories, advertisements and billboards let the whole
town know when you are to show THE PONY EXPRESS and what
it's all about.

One week prior to your playdate, go to the newspapers, public
omcials, postal authorities, boy scout organizations, etc., and tell
them. that you have made arrangements with the Paramount ex­
change to send you a print of the picture by pony expreBB, and ask
them to help you stage a patriotic rally on the day the pony ex­
ptess rider arrives, which of course, will be the ollenlng day of the
showing. The hlstotlc slgnltlcance of THE PONY EXPRESS Is so
great that 1'0\1 will experience little dlmculty in getting their active
cooperation. As soon as you receive assurances of their support,
make a public announcement to the effect that "the print of James
Cruze's historic American epic, THE PONY EXPRESS, will arrive
by special pony express rider; grand patriotic 'rally; speech by the
Mayor; parade by the post omce employees and boy scouts; etc."

For the pony express rider, try to get a big, strapping fellow,
who is a crack horseman. If possible he should be able to blow a
bugle, as in the olden days, all pony expreBB riders carried bugles
that echoed the {'pony express call," so that the way would be
cleared. Dress your man up in some sort of a cowboy: outtlt, a
revolver strapped at his side. Get him a spirited horse and be sure
that you don't forget the mall pouch, with the words THE PONY
EXPRESS on it,

On the appointed day, the rider will call at the Paramount ex­
change, get the print which he will put In the mail sack, and rlde­
with it to town. Where it isn't practicable tor the rider to travel
all the way from the exchange, either because the distance is too
great Gr the roads aTe bad, you can "plant" him a couple of miles
outside the town, and at a' prearranged signal, have him ride In.

The ideal arrangement would-be to have the Mayor, newlpaper
men, postal employees, boy scouts and all the~ waiting for the
rider at the city or town hall. Then when he arr1Yes, the MaY9r
can make a little speech, and after that have e1[erybody parade thru
the main street to the theatre. At the theatre you can have
further cere onles if you want to. In fact, there 18 no limit to the
Incidental stunts you can put over in cQ~.IJlection with this patriotic
rally.

.I.\tVlt O. ~)

Genlul, som~s said 1s the
capaclt,. for takinc Pains aDd 1t

. definition be accepted, , e
Pony Express," which opene~ taRt
night at the Rialto Theatre A
product of genlus---the geni· of
James Cruze.

As the title suggests, the plot
centers about the pony express riders
who maintained communication be­
tween the East and the Welt in the
early days of 1860. The country was
at that time undergoing a titanic
poUtical upheaval due to the slavery
issue and strenuous efforts were
being made to swing CaUfornia to the
Southern cause. It was largely
thrbugh the instrumentality of the
Pony ExpreBB that the Golden State
was saved to the Union cause

With swift, bold strokel of' genlu.
Cruze has built up against a remark­
able natural panorama of the uncivil­
Ized frontier as a setting the whole
amazing pattern of those memorable
episodes which eventually CUlminated
in Civil War. Combined with the
adventures of the pony expr
riders, the portraYal of the crude life
o. the pioneers, the frontier banditry
and savage Indian attacks, there is
a heart-tugging love story and rare
comedy.

The acting honorl are equally di­
vided among Betty Comp80n, a. the
popular frontier belle, Ricardo Car­
tel, In the character of an intreplcl
pony expr S8 rider, Ernest Torrenc
Who combines reUgloua seal with
blacksmlthln~. and Wallace Beery
glvlDI n Inimitable com •

Get the Postmaster's permission
to place cards In the post oftlce on
mall delivery trucks and mail ~xes'
along this order:

In 1860
THE PONY EXPRESS

In 1925
THE AIR MAIL

....... to ....•... In •..... hours I
You can see '.YI'he Pony Ex,p.ress" at
t6e Rialto and realize the amazing
progress made by the Post Oftlce
Dept. In 85 years.

You can make slmltar tie-ups with
telegraph and telephone companies
railroads, radio ator s, etc. '

e und the streets
close to the side alb, d18tribUtfn~
heralds. You can also use the pony
expl"e8lJ rider in connection w.lth a
parade ltaged by the postal em­
ployees or boy scouts. With a few
bannel'll anel.a band, this would make
a great bldlyhoo.

Newspaper Teasers -

Try to lo'cate some oldtime pioneers
In your city who had anything to do
with the pony exprels or may even
have been riders themselves.

School tle-up--prlzes for the best
composition submitted by any school­
boy or glrl.on the subject: The his­
torical significance of THE PONY
EXPRESS. Or prizes and theatre
tickets to the boys and girls who
make the best signs advertising THE
PONY EXPRESS. Have them carry
the signs held aloft on poles or rods
from their homes to the theatre at a
certain time. Get the school author­
Ities to announce the picture in the
classrooms, school bulletins, etc. In
return for Which, you can hold a
special children's matinee at reduced
admission prices.

way to (name ..at your town).
Did you get that letter via THE

PONY EXPRESS?
Is the Air Mall surer than THE

PONY EXPRESS?
Ask Grandpa about THE PONY

EXPRESS!

If there il a" amusement park contain­
mg a pony track, be lure to tie up there
with ba""ers.

THE PONY EXPRESS h s been
published In book form. Tie up with
bookstorel as well al with lIbrarl I.
In addition to your announcement on

Aeclalmed u a monumental screen
achieYement and hailed as the great­
eat hlatorlcal western since "The

"
e s tanic fron­

tler production, b gins its local en­
gagement at the Rialto next Sunday.

In this plcturlzation of the story
by Henry James Forman and Walter
Woods, Cruze has opened another
chapter In the history of America.
It is a chapter 1111ed with the glorious
romance, the authentic incidents, .the
thrllUng episodes, and "bove all the
wonderful humor of the unc1vlllzed
West that has gone, molded together
Into a great pictorial epic of our na­
tional life, as only Cruze can do it.

Under the magic hand of this di­
rectorial genius, the days of 1860
spring to life. Once again the phan­
tom riders of the Pony Express thun­
der out ot St. Joseph, Missouri, and
sacramento, california, carrying the
fast mall. Once again sinister polit­
ical forces plot to gain control of
Callfornla, Once again the savage
Sioux Indians launch a terrific attack
on JUlesburg, Colorado, and burn
part of the town before they are
driven out by the troops. Once again
news ot ,Abraham Lincoln's election
to the Presidency arouses the country
to a frenzy of excitement. And once
a,ain a thousand and one other stir"
ring and dramatic events flash forth
In all their vivid realism.

Intertwined with the mor spec­
tacular scenes Is a wistful love tale,
which serves to balance the slashing
action of the plot with Quieter
moments of pathos, tenderness and
,enulne heart appeal.

It takes exp rlenc d Players'to do
ju.tiee to uch a tremendous tory,



GeniUJI, someone haa said, 18 the
paclty tor takbla' paiDII, aDd It\

deftDftion be a_..... e
Pony Express," which opened last
night at the Rialto Theatre, is a
product of geniU&-the genius of
James Cruze.

As the title suggests, the plot
centers about the pony express riders
who maintained commnnicatloa' be­
tween the East and the West in the
early days of 1860. The country ",as
at that time undergoing a titanic
political upheaval due to the slavery
i_ue and strenuoull efforts were
being made to swing California to the
Southern cause. It was largely
thrbugh the instrumentality of the
Pony Express that the Golden State
was saved to the Union cause.

With swift, bold strokes of genius
Cruze has built up against a remark­
able natural panorama of the unclvil~

ned frontier as a setting the whole
amazing pattern of those memorable
epfaodes which eventually culminated
in Civil War. Combined with the
adventures of the pony expreas
riders, the portrayal of the crude life
of the pioneers, the frontier banditry
and savage Indian attacks, there is
a heart-tugging love story and rare
comedy.

The acting honors are equally dl~

vlded among Betty Compson, as the
popular frontier belle, Ricardo Cor­
tez, in the character of an intrepid
pony express rider, Ernest Torrence.
who combines religiolll seal with
blacksmithlnc, and Wallace Beery,
giving n inimitable comedy perform­
ance as a lovable roustabout.

"The Pony Exprels" was adapted
by Walter Woods from the IItOry
which he wrote in collaboration with
Henrr James. Forman, well knoW1l
author and editor.

Ili tori I Re Uti Vi With .
Humanitie in New Cruz

Pioneer Epic

orl •
produced anotller
piece.

"The Pony I!zpreu" Ii..
torlcal reali m and majMt1c
that distingUished It. famoUJI
deceslor, but it 11 more lorlul a
lS'ectacle and more thrl1ling & ro­
mance than the pieturiaaflon of
Emerson HouCh's great novel. •

And well It might be! For in all
the glamoro911 history of America,
no chapter ,lzll88'with such exciting,
picturesque and momentous events &I
that which deals with those feverish,
restless days, early in 1860, when
the dark clouds of the Civil War
were swiftly but surely gathering on
the horizQn, and the daredevil riders
of the Pony Expresa were in the hey­
day of their glory.

Not only haa Cruze succeeded lD
giving a graphic. unforgettable plc~
ture of the stirring achievements of
these rugged heroes, who established
the first active communication be-

. tween the East and the West, but
with their terrific hnrdshlps, danger~
ous escapes and gloriolll victories ..
a dramatic background, he haa deftly
Interwoven an irresistibly appealing
love-plot that lends a softening in­
fiuence to the dynamic action.

To say that the characterisation.
fully measure up to the greatness of
the story is to pay a well deserved
tribute to the Wholly deUghUul per­
formance of Betty Compson aa the
heroine; to the histrionic abDity and
two-filted manliness of Ricardo Cor­
tes In the role of the fearless pony

, express rider; to the artistry of
Ernest Torrence whose portrayal of
the eccentric religious fanatic is a
memorable piece of acting; to the
versatlUty of Wallace Beery, who
adds to his laurels by 'plaYing a
.bappy~go-lucky vagabond with & rol­
licking ChapUnesque touch, and to
the host of JP.inor players who ac­
quit themselves with distinction.

Henry James Forman, promblent
author and editor, wrote "The Pony
Expre8ll" in collaboration with Wal~
ter Woods, well known seenarist.
The production maro another mile-
stone in the history of motion pic~
tures.

" pab1la:.lty &JUl Win
mould be 10 arn.a;ect tIW bo&Il
th... appea1J are eqna.11y em­
phuUed.

Get the Postmaster's permission
to place cards in the post omce, on
mail delivery trucks and mail boxes'
along this order:

In 1860
THE PONY EXPRESS

In 1925
THE AIR MAIL

. . . . . . . to ....•... in hours!
Ypu can see 'J/l'he Pony Er,p.ress" at
Uie Rialto and realize the amazing
progress made by the Post Omce
Dept. in 85 years.

You can make similar tie-ups with
telegraph and telephone companies,
railroads, radio stores, ete.

An excellent stunt would be to
send by pony expreu rider speclaJ
letters to the MaJor, P08tmaster, and
other public ofDcials, inviting them
to be preaent on the opening ntgbt
M your peets. For th_ letters,
print up special envelopes on which
there should be a cut of a pon)' ex­
press rider, and the worela "VIA
PONY EX;PRESS" UDder It. You~
get the cut tl'om the IIheet, and
.. for the cop)' tor the letter, there
Is a IOOd Stol'7 on page 1 (next to
the cut of .James Crue) which would
lerve the purpoee adqWoablJ.

EXPLOITATION STUNT SUPREME
!,ro,erly ha"d~ed, the followi"g limple.a"d comI4rati.,d1. i"'1&le"li.,, ,1&­

Il~'tat'o" Itu"t wrll arouse treme"dous ,,,,,tement a"d 1e1llat,onal i"ter,st. It
wrll malte ,our theatre a"d the picture the talk of the tow". Here are th,
detaill:

Start your campaign about two weeks before your playdate.
Thru publicity- stories, advertisements and bUlboards let the w1)ole
town know when you are to show THE PONY EXPRESS and What
it's all about.

One week prior to your playdate, go to the newspapers, 1mbUc
olllcials, postal authorities, boy scout organizations, etc., and tell
them that you have made arrangements with the Paramount ex~

change to send you a print of the picture b)" poo)' express, and ask
them' to help you stage a patriotic rally on the day the pony ex~

p ess rider arrives, which of conrse, will be the opening day of the
showing. The histotlc slgn11l.cance of THE PONY EXPRESS Is so
great that )'ou wUl experience lUtle d11llculty In getting their active
cooWlration. As soon as you receive assurances of their support,
make a public announcement to the effect that "the print of James
Cruze's historic American epic, THE PONY EXPRESS, will arrive
by special pony express rider; grand patriotic rally; speech by the
Mayor; parade by the post omce employees and boy scouts; etc."

For the pony expresjl rider, try to get a btg, strapping fellow,
who Is a crack horseman. If possible he should be able to blow a
bugle, as in the olden days, all pony express riders carried bugles
that echoed the "pony express call," so that the way Would be
cleared. Dress your man up in some sort of a cowboy out1l.t, a
revolver strapped at his side. Get him a spirited horse and be sure
that you don't forget the matI pouch, with the words THE PONY
EXPRESS on it •

On the appointed day, the rider will call at the Paramount ex~

change, get the print which he will put In the matI sack, and ride
with it to town. Where it Isn't practicable for the rider to travel
all the way from the exchange, either because the distance is too
great Gr the roads are bad, you can "plant" him a couple of mUes
outside the town, and at a prearranged signal, have him rld~ In.

The ideal arrangement would-be to have the Mayor, ne~paper
men, postal employees, boy scouts and all thJ' Teet waiting for the
rider at the city or town hall. . Then when he arrives, the Ma~r

can make a little speech, anel after that have e1lerybody parade thru
the m~ln. street to the theatre. At the theatre you can have
further cereJll.Qnies If you want to. In fact, there fa .no limit to the
Incidental stuntll you can put over in connection with this patriotic
rally. \

THE PONY EXPRESS has been
published in book form. Tie up with
bookstores as well al with libraries.
In addition to your announcement on
the back of the heralds or rotosec­
tions, the librariea can lfat all their
books, both 1I.ction and hlatorical that
have anYthIng to do with the old
pony express system, and distribute
them on all outgoinc books.

Try to locate some oldtlme pioneers
In your city who had anything to do
with the pony express or may even
have been riders themselyes.

Newlpaper Tealers -

1/ there is all .muumellt park COlltai,,­
i"g a p01l1 track, be lure to tie ul th,re
with ball"erl.

School tie-up--prlzes for the best
composition submitted by any school­
boy or girl on the subject: The his­
torical significance of THE PONY
EXPRESS. Or prizes and theatre
tickets to the boys and girls who
make the best signs advertising THE
PONY EXPRESS. Have them carry
the signs held aloft on poles or rods
from their homes to the theatre at a
certain time. Get the school author~

ities to announce the picture in the
classrooms, school bulletins, etc. In
return for which, you can hold a
special children's matinee at reduced
admission prices.

way to (name of your town).
Did you get that letter via THE

PONY EXPRESS?
Is the Air Mail surer than THE

PONY EXPRESS?
Ask Grandpa about THE PONY

EXPRESS!

preu." James cruze', titanic fron­
tter procklction. begins its local en~

gagement at the Rialto next Sunday.
In this picturlzation of the story

by Henry James Forman and Walter
Woods, Cruse has opened another
chapter in the history of America.
It is a chapter 1I.lled with the glorious
romance, the authentic incidents, .the
thrllling ~pisodes, and a,.bove all the
wonderful humor of the uncivlUzed
West that has gone, molded together
into a great pictorial epic of our na~

tional life, as only Cruze can do It.
Under the magic hand of this di­

rectorial genius, the days of 1860
spring to life. Once again the phan­
tom riders of the Pony Express thun­
der out of St. Joseph, Missouri, and
sacramento, California, carrying the
fast mail. Once again sinister pout~

ical forces plot to gain control of
California. Once again the savage
Sioux Indians launch a terri1l.c attack
on Julesburg, Colorado, and burn
part of the town before they are
driven ont by the troops. Once again
newl of ,Abraham Lincoln's election
to the Presidency arouses the country
to a frenzy of excitement. And once
acain a thousand and one other stir­
ring and dramatic events flash forth
in all their vivid realism.

Intertwined with the more spec­
tacular scenes Is a wistful love tale.
which serves to balance the slashing
action of the plot with quieter
moments of pathos, tenderness and
aenuine heart appeal. . -

It takes exverienced playerS' to do
justice to such a tremendous stOry,
and the presence in the cast of such
film favorites as Betty Compson,
Ricardo Cortes, Ernest Torrence and
Wallace Beery proves conclusively
that Cruse wal alive to his respon­
IlbUlty in thia re pect.

Epic Historic Western
Coming to the Rialto

pi gtTes Cruse the uni e 111 Ine­
tton of produclDg the only photoplay
that IIerioUJIly threatens the suprem-

heretofore maintained by hfa
first great epic, "The Cover d
Wagon." And there is much these
two claasics have in common.

Like its distinguished predecessor,
"The Pony EJ:press" is a powerful
story combining historical fact with
the element of romance that charac­
terised the West of pioneer days.
But although its cllmax is as
tremendous, and its jlnding as
emotional and beautiful as that of
"The Covered Wagon", its love
theme is more appealing, its back~

ground more fascinating, and its
dramatic episodes more startling,
.more thrilling and more colorfUl.

The action of the Itlot is laid in
1860, in the dark days just before
the CIvil War, and deals with the
struggle between North and South to
gain control of Calltornia with its
prestige and enormous resourcea' of
gold. In this bitter political contest,
with its plotting and intrigue, gun­
fighting and bloodshed, the crack
riders of the Pony Express played
a significant and important part.

Besides the heroic achievements of
the Pony Express, the production viv­
idly and authentically depicts the
violent yet picturesque Ufe of the
primitive West. Of the many his~

torlcal characters who are portrayed,
particular interest attaches to the
youthful Mark Twain, the stripling
Buffalo BHl and the famous Mo:r:mon
leader, Brigham. Young. I

Henry James' Fo an, former
editor of CblUer's eekly, and
Walter Woods, one ot the most 'ex~
perienced scenarists in the 1I.lm in~

dustry, collaborated on the story of
"The Pony Expr.ess."

t""'W ••

Ac:elaimed aa a monumental screen
achievement and halled as the great­
est hletorlcal western sinee "The

Picture, Hailed s
Covered gon'" Only

Rival, Opens Sunday

i



re Ads, Rotogravure Magaz.ine and B.ook

Ride and thrill
with The Pony
Express I

Over burning
'110 1~ alkali - through

'tUlI" ice and snow-
past savage In­
dians and dan­
gers wit h 0 u t
end!"

"XP ES

It's Here At Last!

Two-column Press Adver.tisement 2AX
Two-column Pre!! AdvertUement 2A

~ .'

Four - Page R~to Magazine
- .

bove is illustrat d th cover of the four-page R to Maga­
zine on thi production. Actual ize i 11 17 inch~ .

A k your I cal Ad ale Manager to tell you about their
wonderful xploitation p ibiliti ,and to plain how you
can t your local In r hant to buy pac on the back page
to reimbur e you for your inve tment.

Gr -Book-Tie-TJp
. ,. -

Grosset and Dunlap, the biggest pub­
lishers of popular fiction, are putting the
novel of "The Pony Express" out with the

- release OJ the picture. It has never before
been published. Your book stores w:l1
clean up on it, just as they did on "The
Covered Wagon." Get busy with your tie­
ups!

,



Two-column Pre88 Advertisement 2AX

Four - Page R~to M8:gazine

Ride and thrill
with The Pony
Express I

Over burning
alkali - through
ice and SDOW­
peat lavage In­
diana and dan­
Kerl wit h 0 u t
end1

Two-column Pre88 Adverti8ement 2A

Gr ,Boo~ Ti~-~Jp ,
Grosset and Dunlap, the biggest pub­

lishers of popular fiction,.. are putting the
novel of "The Pony Express" out with the

- release oi the picture. : It has never befoJe
been p,ublished. Your book stores WIll

clean up on it, just as they did on "The
Covered Wagon." Get busy with your tie­
ups!

-TI
PO YEXPRES

It's

Above i illu trated th cover of the f' ur-page Roto Maga­
zine on thi producti n. Actual size i 11 x 17 inches.

A k your local Ad ale Manager to tell you about their
wonderful exploitation po ibilitie, and to explain how you
can t your local m r hant to buy pac n the hack page
to reimbur e you fry ur inve tment.

You get them at actual cost-$7.50 p r 1,000.

'" .'



Page Will Roger

Actor Discovers Heaven;
It's Cheyenne, Wyoming

One youthful actor thinks Cheyen­
ne. Wyoming, Is hilaven Itself.

He il JolfnnJ; Fox. Jr., the tobacco­
chewing boy of "The Cover d
Wagon," and one of tbe prominent
players in James Cruze's lat st epic
western, "The Pony ExpreBB!'

It was while he was with th Cruze
unit in Cheyenne. where many im­
portant scenes for "The Pony Ex­
press" were filmed. tbat JohnllY de­
cided Wyoming's state capital was on
par with the cel stlal regions.

In the fl.rst place, Gov rnor Nellie
Tayloe Ross invited him to come as
a Ipeclal uest to tbe ex cutlve man­
elon to spend a etay with her leven
y ar old son. Bradford. And In the
e ond jllace, the omcer8 ot Fort Rus­
s 11, Wyoming, took a tremendous
Ii Ing to him, and Major Prince ot
tb artUl ry corp , even taught him

Cruze Remakes Map
of the United States

Office Tonicox

Laundry Scene Cut Out
When Chinee No Actee

If a certain tobacco conc rn.
for ho e product Will Rogers
ls drumming up trade through
a eries of unique advertlsa­
ments. Is anxioul to gaJn an­
other cash custom r, w sug­
geat that they dJspatch the
famous philo ophical cowboy­
humorist post haste to Holl =--_.1 ••"'......
wood to teach Ricardo CorL.,.
the art of "ro Une h ~"

The handlome Paramount
leatured"layer haw- m.de sever­
al attempts to rna ter the in­
trlcaclea of thls ccomp
m

1II......".,tljr~o~ls."
• yon ean at 11 make

plcturee which show the eelorful alld WhUe worklne with James
romantic conquest of the old Weat in Cruze In the latter's new epic
accurate form. nfty or one hUlldred production, "The Pony Ex-
years from now It wfil be impossible preu", Cortez got the idea that
to do it.., the director, who i.. quite adept
. Senator Warren, himself an old at rolling hi8 own' smokes,
frontiersman, was frankly enthuslas- might be able to teach him the
tie. art.

"This is an authendc story of my Crule readily agreed.
own country and my own time," he "See," he said, flipping oft a
told Mr. Dawes. "I've been out here paper, "it's easy. Just like
almost e...ery day seeing them take this ...•..•. "
the scenes and It makes me fee l1ke He ynkell lJIJen-the-tobacco
a young man again out West." s~k, scattered In a quantity of

tobacco, and spread it out with
another motement of his finger.

"Now look." continued Cruze,
taking the paper in one hand.
"Just roll it over like this .•.. "
flip went the paper, "and lick
It like this," another dash,
"and then twist the end and
light it." And the director
thereupon scratched a match
and in a moment was "drag­
ging" contentedly on the busi­
ness end of his hand-rolled
smoke.

But Cortez dolefully admlt~
that he hasn't learned the
secret yet.

Assumes Role of Director
and Shouts "Camera!"

Like a Veteran

Vice-Pres. Dawes Helps
Film "Th Pony Expr'ess"

alld the tlght~bodic aetr who
'Were dad In the voluminoul 1l0uneed
skirts that were popular In the Weat
two-thirds of a century aco. I

"ThiB ie the most In ereatlng thing
I have aeen on my trip West," Mr.

V ICE-Pruident Ch rl G. Dawu Da ell told Cruze. "As a young man
extended the ranle of blI ver- I spent much time in Western Ne­

satmt~ recently when he assumed the bruka, when the Wild West 1rU sUll
role of motion plc{ure direcfor, and .....ld. These sod houses you- an llIIiDS"'
directed the dlmln, of one of the In your picture are more famillar
important acenell for "The Pony Ex- to me than my own home In Wash­
pr..... on the mammoth location set Ington.
near Cheyenne, WyomJaS. "1 thin

Movie Politicians Give
Real Variety Big Scare

Villain Is Sportsman I

Cortez Trained for
Role in Cruze Epic-_......./

The popular notion that moTie life
Is all fun and salary Is not orne out
lIy the facts. There 11 another lide
to this roey picture--a lide that r.­
...ull Ion. hours of hard work, pain1­
taking preparation, arduoul rllhurs-
ala and dangerous r!lkl. •

All of which II an Introduction to
the statement that In preparlDI for
his part of the heroic 'OilY expre..
rider In James Cruze's mighty welt­
ern romance, "The Pony E.pre8l,..
Ricardo Cortez had to II' nd three
hours a day In the aaddl. for leYlrat
w ks, perfectlnl his horsema Ihip
teebnique. And t Ie delplte th fJ,et
that he il alreadY an &Cco. Uahed
borseOlan.

'rhe utmoet In hard, mft and trick
rldin I. demanded In thi. produc­
tion, for the pony expr rid ra of
old averag d better than ten mUe

Publictty 1 a Powerful

President Coolidge to
See "The Pony Express"

\
sacramento experienced. a real There Is a Chinese laundry In

scare recently. The capital city of James Cruze's western special. "The
the Golden State. accustomed to Pony Express." but no Chinamen!
politichl.ns of all sorts, had twelve of The explanation for this film phe­
the most typical. old-fashioned 1'011- nomeno~lf such we may call (t-is
ticians descend bn It In a body. It herewith appended, In the hope that, .
certainly looked like a powerful In addition to clearing up the mys-.
lobby. ' tery, It wi)! shed some light on an

The sinister appearaDce of the oft-seen natural phenomenon-a mo­
strangers struck. terror Into the tlon picture director with premature­
hearts of the local organization boss- Iy gray hair.
es. Was It possible, they asked each In constructing a repUc. of the
other uneasily, that the 'Invaders pld city of Sacramento, California,
were the private henchmen of the which forms part of the historic !Iet­
"predatory interests," sent down for tlng of the picture, a Chinese laundry
the purpose of putting through some Wall buUt, just as it existed in 1860.
hocus-pocus legislation? Scouts were Then a member of Cruze's staft went
at once dlspatched to find out who out to hire fifteen Chinamen to act as For the uke of historical accuracy

Samuel Shortridge, United States was who and wh,t was whllt. At all "extras..'· James Cruze had to remake the map
Senator from California. has an- costs the "common peepul" must be "No ctee," was the Invariable Or- of the United States!
nounced his plan to have a copy of protected! iental reply. The noted Paramount director
James Cruze's epic western, "The The trallied to the Hotel Senator, needed a big map of our country to
Pony EXjlreBB." deposited In the hls- where It was learned that the twelve The r~son was that to make the hang on the walL1n...Ol1!l of the scenes
torical department of the Congres- were politicians all right-but of the production stl'letl~ in accordance 'With of his latest western special, "The
sional Library in Washington, D. C. movie variety! They were players in the 1860 period, it 'Was necessart for Pony Express."

During the filming of this frontier James Cruze's great historical epi\l the Chinese to wear the old-style Present day maps .would not do,
lpectacle, Senator Shortridge was a western, "The Pony Express," wbicD queues or pigtails. Nowadays Chinese for the story is laid in 1860. The
vilitor on the big set at Sacramento, was being filmed In and about Sac- don't wear queues. And not for love, only other maps available were thosl'
California, which was an exact ra- ramento, and had been picked with ~oney or glory would they wear showing the West as it existed in
plica of the city of sacramento as It meticulous care as typifying the wigs, first because they felt that they 1860. But tfles&~maps'were too
existed in 1860, and was so Impre..- hard-boiled California politicians of would be lauped at, anlJ secondly, early, since they showed the West as
ed with the manner In which Cruze 1860-the particular period of hls- because they were afraid their Chin- a vast wilderness, with a large area
'Was attempting to record an accurate tOry around 'Which the picture is ese brethren, who saw the 111m, would vaguely defined as "The Great Amer-
picture of that period, that he asked woven. condemn them. lcan Desert."
to have a Ipeelal print made from So the laundry Icene had to be cut Henry Ja1l1es Formap, who wrote

the finllhed negative. ~;:~~:J~~~F~u:rtJh:e~r~ji~n~v;es;t;i~g~atl~O;n~b~r;,o~u:g~h~t~to~~o:U~t~o~f~th~e~p:i~ct~u~r~eS'~W~Il~o~8&~~m~~~~th~e~s~to~~in~~:~rS~~The CallforDia Be aaid he In- light the Information that Betty . 1" ' e on-
_... Torrence and Wallace Beery' were the .ressional Library In Washington, a

Bouse, for a Ipeelal showing before photograph of a government map
President CooUdp, lU'Ior to having ~~~~l featured players in the pro- "Historical Rea~ty" Aim made In 1860. This was reproduced
It deposited in the Conp-eulonal Li- on a large scale at the Paramo lit
brary. of Cruze in Filming Epic studio and uaed in the picture.

"The EoJl7 .Express" Is a vital, ". California was the only state west
thrillin" eolorfo.1 ato..., laid agalnlt Past Reputation Pursues::... of the Rockies at that time, all Df., The tremendoua enthusiasm "The
the great panorama of the unclvllln4 TobaccO.Chewing Player Pony Expreu" hu aroused through- what Is now Utah, Nevada. Wyoming,
Weat of eixty-Ave yean ago. Henry out the country ia convtDelng evi- and portions of other states being In-
James Forman and Walter Woot\a dence that James Cruze, the direetop, cluded In the "Utah Territory" with
wrote It, an(l Betty Compson, Ricardo John Fox, Jr., the tobacco-chew- hu realized his ambition to make a Salt LfLke City all the territorial
Cortez, Ernest Torrence and Wallac ing boy of "The Covered Wagon", new kind of motlon- plcture--'What capital.
Beery are the featured membera in 'Who plays an Im.portant role In James he terms the "historical reality" al Betty Compson. Ricardo Cortez,
a cast numberln. several thousand Crule'a monumental western spec- opposed to the conventional· "his- Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery
players. tacle, "The Pony Express," wonders torlcal romance." handle the principal roles In this

if he 11 ever goin. to liYe down his ereat epic production. .
reputation for che'Win... tobacco. "It wal my Idea," admitted Crul ,

• "to have 'The Pony Express,' like
Johnny Is really a aomewhat Ihy 'The Covered Wagon,' hiltorlcally

boy with very good manners. But correct. By that I mean not only
he cau't make anybody believe he correct u to the clothes worn and
doesn't chew lobacco In real life as the locale of the scenes, but correct
aa well as reel Ufe. in Ipirlt, In atmosphere and in his-

During the aiming of special hiB- torlca.l events."
torie episodes for "The Pony Ex- And that he hu succeeded In 'ac­
preu". nur Cheyenne, Wyoming, he compUshing that very thing·1I attest­
was Introduced to United States ed to by the laudatory comments the
Senator F. E. Warren, 01 Wyoming, epic production has evoked not only
Ii yeara old and a veteran frontlers- from Inveterate moviegoers and
mall. photoplay eritlce but from old fron-

"lohDny, I can't ofter you a chew", tlersm nand uch political notables
were the Sellator's first words, "all I al Viee-Pr sident Dawes, Senator
Quit liftl' years ago, but I can give Shortridge of California and Senator
you a d,art" Warren of Wyoming, 'Who hall it all

Til )'outhful Paramount layer a living, breathins historical docu­
blul ed and deelln d 'With -thanks, ment.
atter earnestly &lI8uring the dlltln- The Itory la 'Woven around the et­
pil ed atatesman that he never In- forts of the North and South to con­
dUl,ed In tobacco oft the ler n. trol California. the newly dlecovered

lohnny's characterisation in this land of rich , commanding the com­
new Cruz epic production la of more merc of the Pacific, just b for the
than ordinary Inter It to pletur outbr ak ot the Civil War. In thl"
golft'a. lin h piaYI the part of eftort the pony express played a vital

n Inctdent has ju t come to
Ught which tenda to proYe that
movlne picture ...malns are
gentlemen and aportll1Den oft
the Icr en.

Not 10 long ago, Wallace
Beery. Icreen "heavy" xtraor­
dlnary and character actor par
eXC13llence. while p a I I I n g
through Woodland. Yolo Coun­
ty. on hta way to th~ location
near Sacramento. where Jamel
Cruze wuJilmlng "The Pony
Expresl." was arrested for ex­
ceeding th speed Umlt and was
obUled to appear before the
tow. judge.-

What did Wallace doT
Did h thfI.......,.~~r;;;~~~ft!~~" , an etty Co_I'M., 'Who hall

thunder 0 e riDing the featured feminine role II\.thll eplll
Ion of the law: production, the a.Deral appeared to

"Do you kno'W who I amT enjoy the experience, ehoutlng "cam-
Did you ever hear of Wallace era!" like a veteran.
Beery! Do-you know I am tak- General Da'Wel aad hll party.
Ing part In a picture that 'Will whleh included Mrs. Da'Wel. were
aho'W your river country to the the guem on the Crule location of
people In every city on the Senator and .Mrs. Francia E. Warren
globe! What d'yer mean arrest- of Wyoming. They Inspected the
Ing a man Uke.meT" huge set which Wall an exact repUca

Did WaUaea Beery -puLup of Julesburl. Colo'J In the early '60's.
that kind of talkT He did not. and took a 11vely Interelt In the I' c-

Wallace smUed. Then he dug turesque garb of the Sioux Indians
down In hl8 pocket and l1shed
up two ten-dollar bills and
handed them to the court 'With
the remark:

"I usure you It is well worth
twenty dollars of an;: man's
money to ride over such l1ne
highwaY. as you have In this
county."

Th& next time that judge
sees Wallace on the screen he
will say to himself: "Now
thl'lre's a villain who Is a gentle­
man." I

Wallace Beery has set an ex­
a~p1e In good sportsmanship
which all automobilists should
follow.



.
For tbe lake of historical accuracy

James Cruze had to remake the map
of tbe United States!

The noted Paramount director
needed a big map of our country to
hang on the wall In one of tbe scenes
of his latest western special, "The
Pony Express."

Present day maps would not do,
for tbe story Is laid in 1860, The
only other maps available were those
sbowing the West as it existed In
1860. But thes&-mapi were too
early, Iince they libowed the West as
a vast wllderne8l, with a large area
vaguely detl.ned &8 "The Great Amer­
ican Desert."

Henry Jalbes Formap, who wrote
the ItO in

Cruze Remakes Map
of the United States

, on-
grelslonal Library In Washington, a
photograph of a government map
made in 1860. Tbll waa reproduced
on a large lcale at the Paramo-- ..........­
Itudlo and uled in the picture.

CaUfornia was tbe only state welt
of the Rocltlell at that time, all of
what is now Utah, Nevada, Wyoming,
and portions of other states being in­
cluded in the "Utab Territory" with
Salt LfLke City as the territorial
capital.

Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez,
Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery
handle tbe principal roles in this
great epic Production. .

working witb Jamee
Cruze In the latter'l new epic
production, "The Pony Ex­
preu", Cortez got the Ide& that
tbe director, who il quite adept
at rolUng bill own Imokes,
might be able to teach b.iIn the
art.

Cruze readily agreed.
"See," he said, flipping orr a

paper, "It'l easy. Ju t Uke
thil ...•.•... "

He yanked open the tobacco
sa.ek, scattered In a quantity of
tobacco, and spread It out with
another motement of his dnger.

"Now look," continued Cruze.
taking the paper in one band.
"Just roll it over Uke this .... "
dip went tbe paller, "and Uck
it like this," another flasb,
"and then twist the end and
light it." And the director
thereupon scratched a matcb
and-lD-&...Dloment I&8 "drag­
ging" contentedly on the busi­
ness end of bis hand-roned
smoke.

But Cortez dolefully admits
tbat he hasn't learned the
secret yet.

Actor Discovers Heaven;
It's Cheyenne, Wyoming

One youtbful actor thinks Cheyen­
ne, Wyoming. Is beaven Itself.

He ill Johnn;p; Fox, Jr., the tobacco­
cbewlng boy of "The Covered
Wagon," and one of the prominent
players In James Cruze's latest epic
western, "The Pony Express."

It was while he was witb the Cruze
unit In Cheyenne, where many im­
portant scenes for "The Pony Ex­
press" were filmed, that JohnllY de­
cided Wyoming's state capital was on
par with the celestial regions.

In the first place, Governor Nellie
Tayloe Ross Invited him to come as
a special guelt to the executiv man­
IhID to IIpend a day with her eleven

. year old son, Bradfprd. And in the
I ond place. the amcera of Fort RUI­
s 11.. Wyoming, took a tremendoul
liking to him, and Major Prince, of
th artill ry corps, ven taught him
how to fire a battery of Fr nch 76
cannonl.

Wbat more could a Imall boyalk1
No onder Johnny thinks Chqenne
11 tbe belt city In the whole wo I

I

Laundry Scene Cut Out
When Chinee No Actee

There is a Cbinese laundry in
James Cruze's western speelal, "The
Pony Exprell," but no Chinamen I

Tae explan.atlon lor...thIlLfilm phe­
nomenon~tr sucb we may call It-is
herewltb appended, In tbe hope that.
in addition to clearing up tbe mys­
tery, It will sbed some light on an
oft-seen natural pbenomenon-..a mo­
tion picture director wltb premature-
ly gray hair. '

In conltructing a repllc. of tbe
pld city of sacramento, california.
whlcb forml part of tbe hlstorlc set­
ting of the picture, a Chinese laundry
was built. jUlt as It existed in 1860.
Then a member of Cruze's staff went
out to bire tifteen Chinamen to act· as
"extras.'"

"No ctee," was tbe invariable Or­
Iental reply.

The rl)&son was tbat to make the
production st~letl)" In accordance with
the 1860 period, It Wall necellart for
tbe Chinese to wear the old-Ityle
queues or pigtaill. Nowadays Chinese
don't wear queuel. And not for love.
~oney or glory would tbey wear
wigs, first because they felt that tbey
would be laughed at, anel lleeondly,
becaule tbey were afraid tbelr Chin­
ese bretbren. 'wbo saw the tl.lm, would
condemn them.

So tbe laundry scene bad to be cut
out of the picture. W1lo A • m

"Historical Real.i,ty" Aim
of Cruze in Filming Epic

,-

The tremendous entbusium "Tbe
Pony Expr4lls" has aroused through­
out the country il convtncing evi­
dence tbat James Cruze, the dlreeto.,
has realized his ambition to malte a
Jlew kind of motlon- picture--wbat
he terms the "historical reality" al
opposed to tbe conventional' "hls­
torlcal romance."

"It was my idea," admitted Crul •
"to have 'Tbe Pony Express,' like
'The Covered Wagon,' hlltorically
correct. By tbat I mean not only
correct as to the clothes worn and
the locale of tbe scenes, but correct
in spirit, in atmospbere and in hlll­
torlcal eYents."

And that be bas succeeded in c­
complllbing tbat very tbing la attelt­
ed to by tbe laudatory comments the
epic productlon bal evoked not only
from inveterate moviegoers. and
pbotoplay crltlce but from old fron­
tiersmen and such political notables
all Vice-President Dawes, Senator
Shortridge of California and Senator
Warren of Wyoming, wbo ball it a~

a living, breathing historical docu­
ment.

The Itory II woven around tbe ef­
forts of the Nortb and South to con­
trol California, the newly dlaeovered
land of rlchel, commanding the com­
merce of the PacUic. just before the
outbreak ot the Civil War. In tbill
effort the pony express played a vital
and dramatic part. Betty Compson,
Ricardo Cortel, Ernest Torrence and
Wallace Beery are the quartet of
featur d pia,..,..

ii._ii.....,.~~,,~.~~, make
, Com, Jlo haa picturea which ahow the e lortul alld

the featureel feminine role ID,thta ep~ romantic conqueat of the 014 Weat in
production, the General appeared to accurate form. J'lfty or Olle hUQdred
enjoy the expert nee, Ihoutlng "cam- years from now it wlll be Impossible
era!" like a Teteran. to do It."

General ])a.wea a d his jlart7, . Senator Warren, himself an old
which inclUded Mrs. Dawes, were Trontteraman, wal frankly entnuslu­
the guelts on the Cruse locatlon of tic.
Benator and .Mrs. Francis Ill. Warren "This Is an authentie lItory of my
of Wyoming. They Inlpected tbe own country and my own time," be
huge set wblch was an exact replica told Mr. Dawel. "I've been out bere
of Julesbur«, Colo., In the early '60's, almost eTery day leeing them take
and took a lively interellt In the plc- the IIcenel and it makel me feel llke
turesque garb of the Sioux Indians a youn~ man again out West."

John Fox, Jr., the tobacco-cbew­
ing boy of "The Covered Wagon",
who piaYI an iml)ortant role In James
Crule's monumental western spee­
tacle, "The Pony Exprels," wonders
if he il ever golnl to UTe down his
reputation for cbewlnr tobacco.

Johnny ill really a lomewbat shy
boy with very good manners. But
he can't make anybody believe he
doesn't cbew wbacco in real Ufe &S
al well all reel life.

During tbe filming of special hil­
torlc eplllodel for "The Pony Ex­
preu", near Cheyenne, Wyominc, he
".. introduced to United States
Senator F. E. Warren, 0' Wyoming,
11 yean old and a veteran frontlers­
maD.

"JohllDY, I can't offer you a chew",
were the senator's tl.rlt words, "as I
quit fltty yean ago, but I can give
you a cIgarl"

Til youthful Paramount layer
blualled and declined with thanke,
after earnestly UIlurinl the dlltln­
pill ed atat man tbat he neYer in­
dull d In tobacco off tbe lereen.

Johnny's cbaracterisatlon in thlll
new Crule epic production il of more
tban ordinary Interest to picture­
gO.n-I, linee he pIa,.. tbe part of
"BIlI¥ Cody," the youth wbole ex­
ploltl In later yearl as a scout, buf­
falo bunter, and Indian fishter
earned bim the nickname of "Buf­
falo BIU."

Movie Politicians Give
Real Variety Big Scare

Past Reputation Pursues
Tobacco-Chewing Player

, I
Bacramento experienced a real

scare recently. The capital city of
the Golden State, accustomed to
polltielgllI of all 1I0rteL bad twelve of
the most typical, old-faahloned poll­
Uclans descend on it in a body. It
certainly looked Uke a powerful
lobby.

The Iinister appearallce of the
strangers IItruck. terror into the
hearts of the local organization boss­
es. Was It possible, they asked eacb
other uneasily, tbat the 'Invaders
were' tne private henchmen of the
"predatory intereltl," lIent down for
the purllOle of putting through 80me
hocus-pocul legislation 1 Scouts were
at once dispatched to dnd out who
was who and wh,t was wbat. At all
costs the "common peepul" must be
proteetedl

The tr&il led to the Hotel Senator,
wbere It was learned that the twelve
were politicians all right-but of the
movie variety! . They were players in
James Cruze's great blstorlcal epi~

western, "Tbe Pony Express," wbicD
wal being tl.lmed in and about Sac-­
ramento, and bad been picked with
meticulous care all typifying the
hard-bolled California politle1ans of
1810-the particular period of his­
tory around which tbe picture Is
woven.

Further inTelltigatlon brougbt to
light the information that Betty

Ae umes Role of Director
and houts "Ca r I"

Like a Veteran

Torrence and W&11aee Beery were the
prlaelp.l featured players in the pro­
duetton.

,

HOUH, for a lPeedal IIhowlag before
Prel1dent Coolldge, J,U'ior to haTinI
it depolited in the Conll'euional Li­
brary.

"The Pony Expresl" ill a vital,
thriU1ng, eolortOl atory, laid againlt
the great panorama of the uneitlllnd
Weat of a1xty-6Te y.ara ago. Henry
.James Forman and Walter Woo"l
wrote it, an~ Betty Compllon, Ricardo
Cortez, Ernest Torrence and Wallaee
Beery are the featured membera in
a east numbering several thouAnd
players.

Samuel Shortridge, United States
Senator from CaUfornia, has an­
nounced his plan to have a copy of
James Cruze's epic weltern, "The
Pony Express," deposited in the his­
torical department of the Congres­
lional Library in Washington, D. C.

During the dlming of thil frontler
~peetae1e, Senator Shortridge was a
TiIlltor on the big set at Sacramento,
CaUfornia, which WlUI an exact re­
plica of the elty of Baeramento al it
existed in 1860, and WlUI 10 impteu­
ed with the manner in which Cruze
waa attempting to record an accurate
picture of that period, that he .sked
to have a alleelal priQt made from
the blahecl negative.

The C&llfornia Be Aid he in-

Cortez Trained for
Role in Cruze Epic

----J
The popular notion that moTie 'l1fe

II all fun and Il&lary is not borne out
l' the facts. There ill another lide

to this rolY pictur~ aide that r ­
Teals lonr hours of hard work, painl­
taking preparation, arduoul rpheare-
all and dangerous r~lkl. • .

All of which is an introduction to
the statement that in preparinl for
hla part of the heroic 'OilY expre..
rider in Jamel Cruze'l mighty weat­
ern romance, "The Pony Expre ,"
Ricardo Cortes had to lpend three
hours a day in the &&ddle for lenrat
weeki, perfeetinl hll hOrlema.lhip·
technique. And thll delplte tll f t
that he II already an accomplilhed
bol'lleman.

The utmoat in hard, .....1ft and trick
riding il demanded in thll produc,
tiqn, for tbe pony express rldera of
old averaged better than ten milel
an hour, Including all stops, over a
dlltance of 1966 milel, and on IIhort­
er runl lometlmel maintained a apeeel'
o horasbaek of over twellt)' mllel
an bour.

President Coolidge to
See "The Pony Expr~88"

....~-~.ion of the law:
"Do you know who I am'

Did 1'011 eyer hear of Wallace
Be81'1" Do yo.l1 noy I am tak­
ing part in a picture that w111
ahow your riyer country to the
people in eTery city ~n the
globe' What el'yer mean arrellt­
In~ a man llke me'"

Did Wallace Beery put up
that kind of talk' He did not.

Wallace smiled. Then he dug
down in his pocket and dahed
up two ten-dollar bUll and
handed them to the court with
the remark:

"I alsure you it il well worth
twenty dollars of any man's
money to ride over such tl.ne
high'traYI as you have in this
county."
Th~ next thne that judge

sees Willace on the screen he
will say to himself: "Now
there's a villain who is a gentle-
man."

Wallace Beery has set an ex­
aJ;llpJe in good sportsmanship
which all automobU1sts should
follow.



Cruze Is "Reel" Superstitious

James Cruze, the noted Paramount director,
who late.t epic production, "The Pony Ex­
pre.... hal won the whole-hearted approval of
both critics and public, admits h. is .uper­
stltloue--but only clnematlea.lly. oot actually,

That iI to .ay. be i. .upentlUoul only in
"reel" life. M tar .. he penoD&1ly 11 concerned,
he doesn't believe in the el!lc&C7 of a rabbit·.
toot, i.n't afraid to walk under a ladder, and
doe.n·t let the number 13 worry blm in the
lea.t.

But when it comea to maklJlg picturel, he
conteues to certain pet .uperstitlons. or ex-
ample. ju.t before he take. the ftrst leene of I
evel'7 production he directs, Cruu always 1Upa

o ny call. it,

Ernest Torrence and allace
Beery Elected; Cruze Made

an Honorary Member

The Pony Expre s

THE 1011' e1rlrtss! Th~ 1011' ,xl',II!
Th""4"i,,, hoo"u 0/ thl wild,'''111
Lidi", thl last to tl" /arthlNllolt
D,I",r for ,old 0" th, "",gtt coast!

Strength of Iteel and spirit of man.
Twice a thousand miles shall you Ipan!
Vall Y of fir and mountain of .now.
N l'th r shall daunt you-the man mUlt co!
Couriers. speed till your cyclone fury
Links Pacific with Milsourl!
Let the human lariat wn
Un he lJt.an. under the llun,

t th traps the IndlanB lay.

Say It With Publicity If You Want Results
WHISKERINO
CLUB HONORS
SCREEN FOLK

""~'.... BUrf) in tll~ W(1UY"
B" Dun(u H~n4~...on

Oourt,.". D . .tP1'leton .. 00.

going to be a huge.u 818. D • c
tblnc about it i. that no picture on which he
has won has ever been anything bu an out­
.standlng l\creen achievement.

Uusually he filp. a quarter. but fo!~"The Pony
Expres." he llipped a dollar. Percy JIlorrill, loca­
tion expert, called heads. The coin turned up
taUa, and Cruze won. Morris paid the dollar,
and the entire technical staff was happy.

Cruze has but one other superstition.
He always registers the number of the last

scene of the picture him.elf_

.
Hail the Assistant Directors!

Unsung Geniuses of Screendom!

Filmdom hal many geniuses who are unhonored. un­
wept and unsung. And the greatest of these are the as-
sistant director.! I

To point out that the average assistant director is a
versatile, omnllclent and ubiquitous individual is to do
him a grave injustice. For he is more than that. he is
also ambidextrous. lincutstlc and omnipresent.

From all of which you may readlly gather that the
average a. d. is quite a superior and super-human sort of
penon. You're right-he is! In f¥t. he has to be, tor
he is forever Impersonating the original. simon-pure,
dyed-in-the-wool Jack-ot-all-tradel!

With which briet preface, ladies and gentlemen, per­
mit-ull to introduce to you Harold Schwartz, right hand
man to James Cruze. and a sterling specimen of the
genua a.d. Listen carefully whlle we recount Harold'.
latest exploit, and incidentally prove what we said In the
second paragraph.

During the 111mlng, on the sacramento river. ot one
ot the big scenes for Cruze's new epic western, "The
Pony Expres.... the steamboat suddenly ran onto a
sandbar and, with the perveneness ot its kind, stuck
there. ,

Somebody leaned out of the pilot house and yelled:
"Where'. Harold Schwanz! We've run onto a sand­
bar!"

In the twinkling of an eye the omnipotent a.d. ap­
peared 'upon the Beene ot action. or rather, disaster. To
his greater credit and further glory it should be men­
tioned that Harold had never had any previous experience
in extricating steamboats from sandbara--hi. mother,
you aee. had not rais~d her son to be a riverboat pilot
-but with that flo-or-dle spirit", which is the .ine qua
aOD (as the French call it) ot every ....lItant director.
Harold tackled: the job. And It took him just ten minute.,

All thOle in favor 0 nom a
of Fame. say aye. I The ayes have It!Is the Players' Whiskers

story. Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez, Ernest TOl'r noo
and Wallace Beery are the more prominent film fav­
orites teatured in the plctum.

Sacramento, Calltornla, recently saw the trlumph&l re­
turn of a man who hail previously journeyed unnoticed
through its gat~s.

He was James Cruze. The noted Paramount director
was given a royal welcome when he arrived with his
company of players in Sacramento tor the filming ot
many important scenes ot "The Pony Express." More
than a thousand people cheered themselves hoarse when
Cruze was presented with a special key to the city by
the Mayor and 10cal,Chamber ot Commerce, And during
his stay in the city, where he occupied an entire suite on
the fourth fioor ot the Hotel Senator, overlooking the
capital grpunds, he was feted and dined and praised.

The maker ot "The Cover-ed Wagon" and other not­
a~le film successes accepted all the honors that were
heaped o~ him with customary modellty. And if at
Umes there seemed to be a tar-away look in his eyes,
perhaps he was thinking ot another day. or rather night,
he spent In Sacramento. It was a night exactly twenty­
five years ago, and he spent It sleeping on a bench In
the capital park!

As a boy ot suteen, he had run away trom his home
in Ogden, Utah, and joined a travelllng tent show. At
the end ot the summer, it broke up in Nevada. leaving
bim stranded. San FranciscO In those days was the
Rialto of the West. so he started to "bum" his way there
In the hope ot finding theatrical employment. A vieilant
brakeman forced him to stop off at Sacramento. The
future screen wizard' rplled out ot hls side-door Pullman
and "hooted it.. to the park tor a night·s rest.

Thus does the wheel of life revolve. The hobo of
yesterday becomes the film genius. ot today!

In "The Pony Expre88" Cruze has produced another
epic historic masterpiece which throbs with the ro­

enture of the old Wes ! He ry
me 0

Senator Shortridge of California
Lauds Cruze and "The Pony Express"

"Every s6J'io~S effort in motion pictures to make pic­
torial history, and to make it accurately, Ihould have
the support of all intelligent people of the country." said
Senator Samuel Shortridge, while a villtor at Sacramento,
where James Cruze fllmed many of the most important
Icenes for his Paramount historical epic, '''The Pony
Express." .

"I have been greatly imprellsed with the amount of
research that has gone into the making of Mr. Cruze's
picture,' continued the California Senator. "Apparently
as much thought has been given tQ making even the
smallest details historically correct as has been given
to the great ensemble of the story.

"What a wonderful thing motion pictures are when
properly applied, whlln they bring before our eyes truth­
'fully the great epic stories of our national hlltory! In
nO other manner can these episodes be broucht vividly

• before the m11lfons ot people who compOlle our nation,
And more too: motion pictures carry the"ll'eat Itory and
meslage of American heroism to the uftermost ends of
the earth. Such pictures as "The Covered Wagon" and
"The Pony Express," 'Which I have had the pleasure of
sing In the m&klng, tell our national hiltory,

"The stirring episodes of our frOntier West are rapid­
ly fading. The great m n and women who took part in
the pioneer days ar one by one disappearing. But fora
tunately, we have the motion pfcture, Which, when car­
ried out with the painstaking care Mr. Cruze is exhibit­
ing, Is prell rvlng for posterity all thelle thing....

Senator Shortrldce, who i an authority on the hlll­
tory of the old West, spent a whol day with Cruze
watching the scenes of "The Pony Expresll" being ftlmed.

. He examined with especial Interest the many details in
th mammoth let which was a repllc of the old city
of Sacramento as it looked in 1860, and which had been
r produced trom old sketches and photograph•... "

James Oruze. the noted Paramount
director, can lay claim to the distinc­
tion of having staged the greatest
"Beaver Party" on recard. It oc­
curred while his company of players
was on a IPecial train enroute to
Sacramento tor the filming of the
opening scenes ot "The Pony Ex­
preu."

For the benefit ot the uninitiated,
"Beaver" is the na.me of a new game
which originated amone England's
exclusive soc1alleaders and has found
its way into· thl. r,pun~ry. where It
has been taken up by lOc1ety's ".00,"
It is a game of whiskers in which the
various stages of hair growth count
tor a certain number ot polnts-a
mustache count. two point.; acoatee,
five; a full grown beard, ten; etc.

Cruze, however. didn't credit him­
self with any points - the "Beaver
Party" was part of hil directorial
job. Aboard the train were 120 "ex­
tras." All ot them whCJ hadn't per­
manent beards had been In.trllcted
several weeks previously to "let
everything grow,"

tarting at the front of the train,
the director took each player in turn
and told him exactly how to trim
his beard tor the rol he was to lllay
In the picture. Some were)n.tructed
to let their whl.keu stay in the
rough; other. were told to cut them
down to mutton-chop IIlze. others
were reduced to mou.tache and
goat e, and other. were left merely
with luxurious sldeburn•.

Even the featUred players In the
production have .ome .peelal hlr.ute

Humor Is Valuable Asset to Any
Picture Says Noted Film Director

Humor Is an e88entlal element In the maltlnc of a big
dramatic picture. is the beUet of James Cruze. producer
of "The Covered W,gon" and other screen successes.

"Ute isn't all serious, tenIe and tragic," he pointl
out, "even in its most dramatic moments. If you are
a realist, trying to portray in a picture Ute as it is, you
must include cenerous quantities ot humor and comedy
and smiles as well as th6 trials, tragedies and hard­
ship'.

"Look back over your own l1te and what do you re­
member! Usu&l1y humorous incidents and comic ex­
periences stand out vividly after other memories have
dimmed and namell and dates have been forgotten.

"A few critics haTe pointed out the fact that tbe
'popularity and dramatic succe.s ot 'The Covered Wacon'
was due u much a. anything el.e to Its humorous
touches, especially in contr .t with the emotional acenea.
I believe this i. one ot the picture's biegest a8llets, I
also attribute a large part of the success of a more re­
cent picture I made 'The Goo.e Hang. HI,h' to the lame
thlnc. The only point i. that the humor must be 1lJlD­
pathetic and human. not forced or .lap tick. it muat
rightfully belong in the picture, not be dragced In by
the beel....

That Cruze practice what he preaches 11 clearly
brought out in "The Pony Express," which he recently
lInish d 1l1m1q. Comedy Tie. with drama, humor bal­
ance. pathol, and IImUe. are mingled with tean In the
one and only Cruze manner. In fact the dramatic, emo­
tional and humorou. Icene. are so clo.ely and intelll,ent­
ly knit tocether that the audience I. lett to wonder trom
minute to minute whether it i. laurhinc or cryin .

"The Pony Expr .. ia the Ant epic hi toric l' tern
Crule hal m de .lnc "The Cov red Wa,on." The .tOI'7,



o a oceao
WD about It .. that DO »let

won hal enr a aD
.tandllli ¥l"8tIl achIe..mnt.

Uu.ually he ftl" a quarter, but for "The PODT
Expre.... he 1llpped a dollar. Percy Morrill. loca­
tion pert. called head.. The coin tuned up
taU., nd Cruze on. Morris paid the dollar.
and the entire technical staff wa. happ)'.

Cruse has but one other supersUtion.
He always reelster. the number of the

.cene ot the picture hlm.elf.

.
Hail the Assistant Directors!

Unsung Gemuses of Screendom!

Humor Is Valuable Asset to Any
Picture Says Noted Film Director

3

PoDJ'
&tate aap1tal.

J'&lDea Crule was eapee1all)' hon­
o • The ote4 Paramount d1recto~
was made hOlloraJ')' member, the
ftrlt ln the club'. htatory. He could
not be- made a full member In 100d
standin. because he has no beard.
But for h1a "exemplar)' aervlce. In
promoting tbe maDly art ot cultivat­
Ing whl.kera amollg the pla)'ers of
hta 'Pon)' Expre..' company," Cruse
was voted honorary .q,.nding and
ginn the coveted button of the .0­
clety.

Ernest Torrence waa another who
was singled out for .peelal dl.tinc­
tion. Because the jovial alx-foot-two
Scotchman had broupt auch renown
to 'he beard and had shown that it Filmdom has man)' «eDiuses who are unhonored. un­
was aynonymous with a genial char- wept and unsung. And the ereatest of these are the aa-
acter, he was macle a "Whlskerlno slatant dlrectora! I

Bard," the Oill)' one of Ita kind In To point out that the ave ge assistant director III a
the world. The title ta derived from versatile. omn1sclent and ublq ltous Individual Is to do
the .scotch and mean. "whiskered him a grave injustice. ;tror he Is more than that, he fa
singer of SCotch BOng.... A unique also ambidextrous, linpl.tlc and omnipresent.
Whiskerlno button, With a back- From all of which )'ou ma)' readUy gather that the
ground deptctin-r; the plaid 0( hi.....verage a-. d. 1a- quite-a. 81lllerlQr and lluper-human sort of
Scotch clan, W¥ presented to him peraon. You're right-he Is! In t¥t. he a8 To De, fot -
by the society:--- he 18 forever Impersonating the original, simon-pure,

The honors were conferred on the, dyed-In-the-wool Jack-of-all-tradea!
screen folk by Judee E. C. Hart, jU8- With which brief pretace, ladle8 'IUld gentlemen. per­
tice ot the Third Dlvlllon of the CaU- mit us to introduce to you Harold Scb,wartz. right hand
fornla Appellate Court. He" chlef man to James Cruse, and a sterling specimen of the
of the Whtakerlno Club, which sev- tenus a.d. Listen carefully while we recount HaTold's
eral years ago started a movement latest exploit, and ineidenWly prove what we said in the
to br1Dg bact the vogue of wearing second paragraph.
wbfakers, after the manner of the
pioneers of the old gold ruth days. During the ftlming, on th~ Sacramento river, o~,one

Among other prominent members ot the big scenei for Cruze s new epic western. The
in good standing, both of whom have Pony E~pr...," the steamboat suddenly ran onto a
formally acknowledged election to sandbar and, with the perveneness of Its kind, stuck
membership, are Kine George of there.. ,
England and Sir Harry Lauder. The So.mebody leaned out of the pilot house and yelled:
k.I.nc ot Whtakerfn08 was elected three "Where'. Harold Schwatta! We've run onto a sand­
years ago. He had the longest beard barl"
In the UDited States, twenty-one feet, In the twlnkline of an eyt!! the omnipotent a.d. ap­
and was broueht to Sacramento from peared 'upon the acene of action, 01' rather, disaster. To
North Dakota b)' the society and hili greater credlt and further glot)' It should be mell­
crowned ltJng by Clov. WUllam D. tfoned that Harold bad never had any previous experience
Stephens. At that time .,'100 men in .fn extricating steamboats trom sandbal'&--b1s mother,
the city of Sacramento grew beards )'ou.... had not ralted her son to be a riverboat pUot
and were elected to membership In -but with that slo-or-clle spirit; which is the .... qaa
the 1OC1ety. .OD (as the ll'nlllch call it) of ever)' ......tant dlrector,

Hareld u.ek1ecl the job. And.ft took him jut tell mlaudla

James Oruse~ the noted Paramount
director. can lay c....m to the dtattnc­
tfon of having staeed the greatest
"Beaver Party" on record. It oc­
curred whUe his company ot players
was on a apeclal train enroute to ---
Sacramento for the fUming ot the Humor Is an e..ential element In the maklne of a big
opening scenes of "The Pony Ex- dramatic picture, Is the beUet of .James Cruse, producer
preM." of "The Covered Wagon" and other .creen succa.....

For the benellt ot the uninitiated. "Life Isn't all serlou.. tense and tragic:' he polnu
"Beaver" fa the na.me of a new game out, "even In Ita most dramatic moments. It you are
which originated amona: England's a realist, trying to portra)' In a »Icture lite as It Is, you
exclusive social leaden and has found must include generous quantltles of humor and comedy
Its way into· thta c-,pun~ry, where It and amlles as well as the trials, trage4ies and hard­
haa been taken up by society's ".00." ships.
It la a game of whfakers in whlcb the "Look back over your own lite and what do you re­
various 8tages of hair growth count member? 'Usually humorous incidents and comic ex­
for a certain number of pointa-a perlences stand out vividly atter other memories have
mustache cou~ts two points; .. eoatee. dimmed and names and date. have been torgotten.
five; a full grown beard, ten; etc. 1

Cruze. however, didn't credit hlm- "A few critics have pointed out the fact that the
selt with any points _ the\ "neaver popularity and dramatic luccess ot 'The Covered Walon'
Party" was part of hll d~torial WILl due as much a. anything else to Its humorous
job. Aboard the train were 120 "eJ:- touche., especially In contrast with the emotional seene•.
tras." All of them whet hadn't per- I believe this Is one of the plctUJ'e's biggest a...ts. I
manent beards had been IDstn.cted alao attribute a large part of the succeas ot a more re­
several weeks preViously to "let cent picture I made 'The Goose Hangs High' to the ...me
everything grow." thine. The only point Is that tbe humor must be sym-

Starting at the front of the train. pathetic and human, not torced or .lapatlck. t mu.t
the director took each pla)'er In turn rightfully belong In the picture. not be dralged In by
and told him exactly how to trim tbe heel....
his beard for the role be was to IIlay That Cruse practices what he preaches ta learly
In the pl\lture. Some were Instructed brought out In "Th. Pony Expreu." which he recentJ)'
to let their whi.kers stay In the llnished ftlmlllI. Comed1 vies with drama, humor bal­
rough; othera were told to cut them ancel pathos, and .mne. are mingled with tears In the
down to mutton-chop size. othen one and only Cruse manner. In fact the drama.t1c. emo­
were reduced to moultache and tional and humorou••cene. are ao closely and IntelUl-ent­
goatee, and others were lett merely ly knit tOlether that the audience 11 lett to wonder from
with luxurious Iideburn.. 1D1nute to minute whether It I. laurhine or cr)'inr.

Even the featured players In the "The Pon)' Expre .. ta the drat epic htatorlc weatern
production have some .peetal hlr.ute Cruse hal made .lllce "The Covered W...o..... The ItOr)',
1Ld0rnment. Ric rdo Cortel la wear- laid against the vast panorama. ot the trontier Weal
ing aldeburns. Erne.t Torrence haa It ex:lIted in 1860, is written around the exploits of the
a hort stubble beard and a smooth heroic pOny expreu ride B t1)' ComPIon, Ricardo Cor­
upper lip. Wallace Beer)' haa let tel, Ene.t Torrenc nd W 11 r)' are th t tured
everytl!lne crow. play n.

story. Betty Compson. Ricardo Cortes, Ernest To,rr 1100
and Wallace Beery are the more prominent 111m tav­
orttes featured in the plctur.&.

Senator Shortridge of California
Lauds Cruze and "The Pony Express"

Director ,Feted in City Where,
_ Once HeSlept on Park Bench

UD
I ~a "amber the pu

Of he ftDal tower of the chat1eD....
Till Sacr mento and J'rllleo tD,

of man'a conQ.uer1Del
TTttnMni., ",nnHrl, ,.u,!. ••~/
B"" '" .tIT ,,,.,'1 ,."r SWIft tJlttOlI
Search us! Rouse us! Are we loath .-
To dream new dreama! Then, out of dur alotb,
Out of tbe ruin we call succes.,
Rally U8! Rally us! Pony Expressl

Fro,," ". H.,." ( tu W'(,ut.·'
B" D.,,(~ H...d.,..o"

Oourt• .", D. • PllUt.... II 00.

Sacramento. California. recently saw the triumphal re­
turn of a man-who had previously JourDe7¥ uDDotlced
through Its gattls.

He was James Cruze. The noted Paramount director
was given a rl)yal wekome when be arrived with hfa
company of players in Sacramento for the fUming of
many Important scenes of "The Pony Express." More
than a thousand people.-ehee.redihemaelves hoarse when

• Cruze was presented with a special key to the city by
the Mayor and 10cal.Chamber of Commerce. And during
his stay In the cfty, where he occupied an entire suite on
tbe fourth floor of the Hotel Senator, overlooking the
capital grpunds, he was feted and dined and praised.

The maker of "The Covered Wagon" and other not...
aole film 8uccesses accepted all the honors that Wef'e
heaped on, him with customary modaaty.. And If at
times there seemed to be a far-away look in his eyes,
perhaps he was thinking of another day, or rather night,
be spent In Sacramento. It was a night exactly twenty­
five years ago, and he spent It sleeping on a bench In
the capital park!

As a boy ot sixteen. he 'had run away from hfa home
In Ogden, Utah, and joined a travelling tent show.~ At
the end of the 8ummer. It broke up In Nevada, leaving
him stranded. San Francfacb In those days was the
Rialto ot the West, so he started to "bum" his way there
In the hope 1>t finding theatrical employment. A viellant
bJ1lkeman torced him to 8tOP off at Bacramento. Tbe
future screen wlzarcf rplled out of bls side-door Pullman
and ."hoofed It" to the park for a nlght's rest.

Thus does the wheel of Ute revolve. The hobo of
yesterday becomes the film genius of today!

In "The Pony Express" Cruze bas produced another
epic historic masterpiece which throbs with the ro­

venture 1>f the old West~ He ry

"Every serious effort In motion pictures to make pic­
torial. history, and to make It accurately, should have
the support of all Intelllgent people of the country," sald
Senator Samuel Shortridge. whlle a visitor at Sacramento,
where James Cruze filmed many of the most Important
acenes tor hfa Paramount historical epic, '''The Pon)'
Express." I'. •

"I have been greatly Impressed with the amount of
research that has gone Into the matlna: of Mr. Cruze's
plcture:{ continued the Calffornla Senator. "Apparently
as much tbought has been given to maldng even the
smallest detalls historically correct as b,aa been given
to the great ensemble of the story.

"What a. wonderful thing motion pictures are when
properly applied, when they bring before our eyes truth­
'fully the great epic stories of our national blstory! In
Jih other manner can these episodes be broueht Vividly

• before the mllltl>ns of people who compose our nation.
And more too: motion pictures carry the creat stot)' and
me8sage of American herolam to the uttermost ends of
the earth. Such pictures as "The Covered Wagon" and
"The Pony Express:' which I have had the pleasure of
8 elng In the making. tell our national history.

"The stirring episodes of our frontier Weat are rapid­
ly fadlng. The great men and women who took part In
the pioneer days are one by one disappearing. But for­
tunately, we have the motion pfcture, Which, when car­
ried out with the painstaking care Mr. Cruse Is exhlblt­
Inc. ls preserving tor posterity all these thing••"

Senator Shortridge, who Ie an authority on the his­
tory of the old West. apent a whole day with Cruse
watching the scenes ot "The Pony Expre.... being 1Ilmed.

. He examined with especial Interest the many details in
the mammoth s t which was a replica ot the old city
of Sacramento as It looked In 1860, and hlch had been
r produced from old sketches and photographs.

"The Pony Express" Is baaed. on the story by Henry
James li'orman and Walter Woods. A notable ea.t haa
b n a bled In whleb the featured rol • are portrayed
by such cr n c lebrltt a as B tty, Compson, Ricardo
Cortez, Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery.



"The Pony Ex r

ONE- of the most popular stories
that have gone the rounds at

camornla's expense Is that of the
Camornla mini =r~lIlIliIWil••"1IIJ

"The Pony Express"
(From an editorial In The Oakland

Callf. Tribune)
When motion picture enterprise

calls upon painstaking res arch and
scrupulous direction it achieves great­
ness.

For the benefit of the pre ent ien­
eratlon .that Hollywood colony, which
Is called frivolous and irr ponslble,
has brought back the lite and atmos­
phere of early day Callfornla. It
has set up In Sacramento, for In­
stance, the J Street of the 60's.
p opled It with the men and wom n
of the gold days, and glv n again,
In the setting of high hats and as­
pirations, the dramatic mQ.Ul nt when
th first Pony Express clatter d In
from the ast.

Started as Bu iness Venture
in 1860, Not by ~ovem­

ment a8 Believ d

Here's a LauglJ.!

un er lie black cloth, and let
l1y with a blunt pointed arrow
at the spot where the camera­
man's pants lose their crease
quickest. Result: Three meals
off the mantlepiece.

Betty CODU>son, Ricardo Cor­
tez, Ernest Torrence and Wal­
lace Beery are featured In
"The Pony Exprees," coming
next. . . . . . .. to the .
Theatre.

Paramount describes this one
as another Cruze epic on a
"Covered WagonW scale.

NE of the principal casual-
ties of the Immense Indian

battle staged near Cheyenne
Wyoming (or "The Pony Ex­
press," James Cruze's new
"western" for Paramount, was
a still photographer. With the
idea of getting the photographic
news whUe it wai hot, the man
pushed his ~era Into the
thick. of the trlLy; hielded rpm
the actlon camer.. by the Ide
of a bulldln

Getting at the eat
of All the Trouble

•

Press Sheet
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BETTY CQMPSON
.liTHE PARAMOUtfT PICTURE

'THE PONY EXPRESS'
Production. Mat lPB

Anything in This

Actors See Mirage While
Filming "Pony Express"

Beery's Movie Outfit
Hands Mules a Lauga

B ETTY COMPSON and Ricardo
Cortez got a new thrill while

working near Cheyenne, Wyoming,
on James Cruze's hlst9rlcal*eplc for
Paramount, "The Pony Express."

While returning from location late
one afternoon" they saw a mirage.
Far across the rolling plains sud­
denly appeared a shimmering lake,
with a number of groups of beautl~

ful trees around the shore, and an
Island In the center. The mira~e

las~ed more than five minutes, and
haa they not known that, there
wasn't a lake or a tree within many
mlles, they would never have believed
it wasn't real. But at last the great
shadow of a high cloud came idling
across the face of the landscape, and
in the twinkling of an eye the mirage
was gone.

Cortez and Miss Compson are
featured with Ernest Torrence .and
Wallace Beery In the leading roles
of "The Pony Express" which will
be the feature at the Theatre
on next. Henry James For-
man and Walter Woods novelized the
story. I

e as tile n ted States."
There was a crista in the aatlon's

history, however, which mteht actu­
aUy have brought abOllt the l18p&ra­
tlon of California from the union.

"There was a strong slavery party
.1u>.Qa.Ufornia- e time of odt­
break of the CIvil War," says James
Cruze, wh'o Bfmed the epic of the
west for Paramount, "The Pony Ex­
press."

"When the clouds of war became
threatening, t.he eyes at both north
and south turned to Ca11fornla. Even
then, in 1860, she was the jewel of
the Pacific, having considerable 1I0P­
ulatlon, great natural wealth, and re-
nowned climate and fertUity. To the
south, the acquisition of Ca11fornia
meant enhanced prestige, that would
encou~ge the perpetu~tion of the

--- slave system.
Vice-President Charles G. Dawell "The north deBired the prestige

and his party got at. least one big that would come from holding Ca,U:r-.
laugh out of. their visit to the loca- fomla, as well as the materta,Y
Uon where James Cruze was filming strength Inherent In the state'a valu-
scenes for "The Pony Express." able resources. • •

WhUe the Vice President was Threatened Secession
standing beside the ca,meras, study- ·"In 1860 there were 3~O,OOO
ing the p\oe~aratlons for a scene, ~ ,people in Callfotnla. While a ma­
was introduced to Vondell Darr, 6 jority of them were loyal to the
year~ old who plays an Important union, theJ:e was a vlgorous...m.1nol'1ty
part in the picture. Intensely in sympathy with the south-

ern cause, ready to bring about seces-
The newspaper photographers sion by force of arms If necessary.

were, as Is their wont, vigorously "As civil war become more and
banging away with their cameras as more imminent, It became obvious
fast as they could load In film. to union men both In the east and

After being Introduced, little Von- west that the existing lines of stage
dell studied the Vlce-President's communication, and by boat via the
stern face, and the peculiar but busl- Isthmus of Panama, were untrust­
nesslike pipe he gripped between .his worthy and exceedingly slow. The
teeth. mail ,routes went by AlbuCluerque,

Then she turned to her mother New Mexico and in event of war the
and said: south would most-certainly- gain con-

"Mama why are they wasting so trol of this route, and erganlze the
many film:s'" /louthern sympathizers in California.

. Begun by Freighting Firm
And Vlc&;PreSident Dawes laughed "To "Pleet this crisis, the daring

the loudest. plan of the p ny express was evolved.
Betty Compson, RlcardQ.. Cortez, The pony express plan made a close

Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery cooperation betw.een the California
are featured In the leading roles in loya11st9 and the federal govern­
the cast of the picture which w11l be ment- possible. Yet strange- as it
shown at the Theatre on may lIeem, the enterprise was not

The raggedest outfit ever worn by ....•.•• started, nor even materially aided by
a prominent movie player Is the cos- the government. It was started In
tume of Wallace Beery in "The Pony The Horse part as a business venture, but large-

~res~"h~escruz~e~~~~~t~e~s~t~p~a~r~a~-~::~;:~:~~;~~~~~+~~~.'f~ro~m~~loiv~a~I~~~·'~'~~~~~5~~~" ss 0 usse, Majon
, ng, It was held and Waddell, of Leavenworth, Kan-

together by safety pins and naUs for sas, owners of the overland stage
the most part. A special woman from The days' when the horse reigned Une.
the wardrobe department had to be supr6Ille came back for a month dur- "Thanks to the pony exprell8, C&U­
taken on location with the company ing the filming of James Cruze's fornla remained loyal. The unlon­
In order to keep "Wally" sewed up, "The Pony Exprtss" on location near ists won the election of September
for further damage would have Cheyenne, Wyoming. 4, "1861, by a big majority, although
made the costume embarrassing. No automobiles were allowed on the election revealed over 20,000

Even the mules laugh at Beery In the main street of the town of Jules- anU-unlon voters. Later on, Call­
the part of "Rhode Island Red," a burg, Colorado--rebullt as it existed fornia contributed over 16,000 troops'
happy-go-lucky tramp of the Cali- In 1860. to the union cause."
fornla gold rush days In Cruze's west- Horses nodded contentedly at Henry James Forman and Walter
ern epic. hitching- posts, Pony Riders dashed Woods novelized the story which

For ,one of the principal scenes of In at top speed around the corner reaches the screen at the .
the picture, Wally was running down without fear of being honked at or TheatTe on for a run of .
the street alongside a team of six colliding with a careless driver. days. Featured In tlie principal
mules. While the scene was belne Teams were hitched here and there, roles of the cast are Betty Compson,
taken, the lead mule deliberately wagon trains made their way through Ricardo Cortez, Ernest Torrence and
tUl'ned toward him, opened up Its the main street unmolested by the Wallace Beery. Tllere'S a capital
mouth, and laughed. And it did It supporting east.
a second time In the next "take" of roar of a motor, the clashing of
the same scene. So Beery Is con- gears, or the shriek of a klaxon.
vinced the scene must be funny. For a month the city was the most

"The Pony El:press" in addition to unique in the country. There wasn't
Beery, features Betty Compson, Ric-
ardo Cortez, and Ernest Torrence. a "No Parking" slgn.....or a "LoadIng
The screen play Is by Walter Woods, Zone" on the whole street. There
from an original story by himself were no traffic officers and tags were
and Henry Jamlls Forman. The plc- unknown.
ture, a real successor to "The Cov-
ered Wagon," comes to the. . . . . . . . Not only the horses seemed to en-
Theatre on.. . . . . . . joy It, but most of the actors in th,e

picture, InclUding the featured play­
er, Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez,
Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery,
liked the rest from the dynamic rush
of llfe a la 1926.

"The Pony Express," which opene
at the next " wa!
nove11zed by H nry James Forman
and Walter WOOds. Oth r prominent
nam s In th strong supporting east

press,"
Cruse's western epic, the first he has
made since "The Covered Wagon,"
he directed :Miss Comp80n, who as
"Molly Jones" is the heroine of the
story.

Cruze gave his directions from the
business end of a large megaphone,
and Miss Compson obeyed every in­
.truction to the letter.

"On the set is where I get even,"
explained Cruze. "At home in Flint­
ridge, I somehow seem to do most
of the obeying. It works out very
well in the long run. t direct Betty
at work, and she bosses me at play."

"Molly Jones" is declared to be
the greatest.part Miss Compson has
taken since she played tbe role of
the woman in "The Miracle Man."

Others featured in the cast of
Cruze's epic story are Ricardo Cor­
tez, Ernest Torrence, and Wallace
Beery.

Walter Woods and Henri James
Forman wrote the. story.

"The Pony Express" Comes In!

There is the story that wh n the
first Pony Rider arrived some of the
"smart alecks" of th Slxtles--for
they had them then-rode out to
m et the rider and dashed In ahead
of him, throwing up dust to worry
the gallant and fatigu d horse.
And just In this manner Is It run on
th screen at the ........•Theatr
this w k. With mol' local en­
thusiasts riding behind, the Pony
Rid r dashed In, along old J Stre t,

ith the hundreds shouting a wel­
com and With all the nthuslasm

Hubby Gets His Only Chance
to Boss Wife on Movie Set'

e
-the "Ghost Dance War" In Wyam­
In,in 1886, have the Sioux been en­
gaged In a battle of such magnitUde.

A band of more than one thou­
sand Sioux Indians was brought to
Cheyenne, Wyoming, frolQ their.. res­
tSl'YaUon at Pine Ridge, North Da­
kota, for the purposes of this stu­
pendou. picture.

Decked out in fantastic war paint,
wearing little else than loin cloths,
and mounted bareback. on spirited
Indian ponies,-they were given the­
order by Cruze to attack the town
of Julesburg, Colorado..

In a minute they had swooped
down on· the town, circled it, firing
arrows ami old fashioned muskets,
driving off the stock, and sustaining
wounds from the barricaded t01(lls­
people, firing from windows and
doors,

Then in came the 'soldiers-1860
cavalry, recruited froIn companies of
real soldiers at Fort D. A. Russell.
More than seven hundred of them
swooped down on the vlllage, led by
young B111y Cody, played by Johnny
Fox, Jr., anli the ~ greatest Indian
battle of this century took place.
Foot by 'foot the Indians were driven
out. The battle continued long after
it was ou~ of range of the camera.
So realistic did the battle become on,
the outlying hlUs that Cruze had to
send out special Tidel'S to call it off,
for soldiers were still trying to
round up red men, and red men were
st111 running down and attacking iso­
lated soldiers.

"The Pony Express," coming to
the on next, features
Betty Comp80n, Ricardo Cortez,
Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery.
The screen play is by Walter W,oods,
from an oTig1nal story by himself
and Henry James Forman.

James Cruze's Successor to
"The Covered Wagon"

Due Here Soon

The word "obey" meant something
literal in the marriage ceremony of
James Crule, the Pa.ramount direc-

THE Sioux Indians took part in
the .greatest battle their tribe

llaa fought for forty years durIng the
Almln, ot James Cruse's new we.t­
.....pio tOl' paramount, "The Pony
~..

Indian Battle
Re8I Thrill in

E ""Pony xpress

Get Local Papers to Print These Stories
How ''The Pony

Express" Began
Before the War



"The Pony Expr s " Is a James
Cruz produc:.Uon for Paramount, due
at th Th atr on .
Betty Compson, Ricardo Cort z,
Ern t Torr nce and Wa:lIace B ry
are f atured.

"The Pony Express"
(From an editorial in The Oakland

Calif. Tribune)
When motion picture enterprise

calls upon painstaking research and
scrupulous direction it achieves great­
ness.

For the benefit of the present ~en­

eratlon .that Hollywood colony, which
I" called frivolous and irresponsible
has brought back the llfe and atmos~
phere of early day California. It
has set up in Sacramento, for In­
stance, the J Street of the 60's,
peopled it with the men and women
of the gold days, and giv n again,
In th setting of high hats and as­
pirations, the dramatic moment when
th first Pony Express clattered in
from the east.

and Waddell, of Leavenworth. Kan­
sas, owners of the overland stage
line.

"Thanks to Ute pony express. CaIJ­
fomia remained loyal. The union­
Ists won the election of September
4, 1.861, by a big majority, although
the election revealed over 20,000
anti-union voters. Later on, Cali­
fornia contributed over 16,000 tr()Ops •
to the Union cause."

Henry James Forman and Walter
Woods novelized the story which
reaches the screen at the .
Theatre on for a run of. .
days. Featured in tile principal
roles of the cast are Betty Compaon,
Ricardo Cortez, Ernest Torrence and
Wallace Beery. TlJ,ere's a capital
supporting cast.

How "The Pony
Express" Began
Before the War

ess

Here's a Laugh!

as the nUed States."
un r • back cloth, and let TheJe was a crisis III the nation's
fly with a blunt pointed arl'O history, however, which ml,ht aetu-
at the spot where 1lle. camera- ~l~ have brought about the ..para-
man's pants lose their crease tlon of California from the union.
quickest. Result: Three meals "There waB a strong slavery party
oft the mantlepiece. .m..C/l.IUornia· e time of t e Ol1t-

Betty Compson, Ricardo Cor- break of the Civil War," says Jamel
tez, Ernest Torrence and Wal- Cruze, wh'o filmed the epic of the
lace Beery are featured in west for Paramount, "The Pony Ex-
"The Pony Express," coming press."
next .•...... to the. . . . . . . . . . "When the clouds of war became
Theatre. threatening, he eyes of both north

Paramount describes this one and south turned to California. Even
as another Cruze epic on a then, in 1860, she was the jewel of
"Covered Wagon" scale. the Pacific, havlllg considerable pop­

ulation, great natural wealth, and re­
nowned climate and fertility. To the
south. the acquisition of California
meant enhanced prestige, that would
encourage the perpetuation of the
slave system. '

"The north desired the presQge
that would come from holding Cali­
fornia, as well as the material
strength inherent III the state's valu-
able resources. • •

Threatened Secession
. "In 1860 there were 380,000

people in California. While a ma­
jority of them were loyal to the
union, there was a vigorous mlllority
intensely in sympathy with the south­
ern cause, ready to bring about seces­
sion by force of arms if necessary.

"As civil war become more and
more imminent, It became obvious
to union men both in the east and
west that the existing lines of stage
communicat1()n, and by boat via the
Isthmus of Panama, were untru~­
worthy and exceedingly slow. T e
mail J'outes went by Albuquerq e,
New Mexico and III event of war e
south would most certainly gain con­
trol of this route, and erganize the
,southern sympathizers In California.

Begun by Freighting Firm
"To lDeet this crisis. the daring

plan of the II ny express was evolved.
The pony express plan made a close
cooperation betw.een the California
10yallstB and the federal govern­
ment· possible. Yet strange as It
may s.eem, the enterprise was not
started, nor even materially aided by
the government. It was started in
part as a business venture, but large­
ly fro

o usse, ajoR

NE of the principal c ual-
tie of the immens Indian

battle stag d n ar Cheyenn
Wyoming (or "The Pony Ex.-
pr ss," Jam Cruze's ne
" t rn" for Paramount, I
a stm photographer. With the
id a of g tUng th photographic
newl while It wu hot. th man 0 NE of the most popular ItOri
puslled his Into the that have gone th round at

thick of the fr y, shielded frpm~~~Ca~lI~foir!n!i~a~'.~ex~p:e:n:s:e~is~t~h.a~t~Q~f~th~:~the action cam r by the side Calltornia mini r 0

of 8. buildln

Getting at the eat
of II the Trouble

The days' when the horse reigned
supreme came back for a month dur­
ng the filming of James Cruze's

"The Pony EXp~ss" on location 'near
Cheyenne, Wyoming.

No automobiles were allowed on
the main street of the town of Jules­
burg, Coloradl>--rebuUt as it existed
in 1860.

Horses nod.ded contentedly at
hitching' posts, Pony Riders dashed
in at top speed around the corner
without fear of being honked at or
colliding with 8. careless driver.
Teams were hitched here and there,
wagon trains made their way through
the main street unmolested by the
roar of a motor, the clashing of
gears, or the shriek of a klaxon.

For a month the city was the most
unique in the country. There wasn't
a "No Parking" slgn"or a "Loading
Zone" on the whole street. There
were no tramc omcers and tags were
unknown.

Not only the horses seemed to en­
joy it, but most of the actors in the
picture, inclUding the featured play­
er, Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez,
Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery,
liked the rest f~m the dynamic rush
of life a la 1926.

"The Pony E.xpress," which op n
at the '.' next " wa!
novelized by Henry James Forman
and Walter Woods. Other ~rominent

names in th strong supporting cast
are Georg Bancroft, Frank Lack­
teen, John Fox, Jr., William 'rurner,
AI Hart, CharI s G rson, Ros Tap­
1 y and Vond 11 Darr.

Vide-President Charles G. Dawes
and his party got at. least one big
laugh out of their visIt to the loca­
Uon where James Cruze was filming
scenes for "The Pony Express."

While the Vice President was
standing beside the ca,meras, study­
ing the preparations fQr p. scene, he
was introduced to Vohcfell Darr, 5
years old, who plays an important
.part in the picture.

The newspaper photographers
were, as is their wont, vigorously
banglllg away with their cameras as
fast as they could load in film.

After being introduced, little Von­
dell studifd the Vice-Pres!dent's
s~ern face, and the peculiar but busi­
nesslike pipe he gripped between his
teeth. . '

Then she turned to her mother
and said:

"Mama, why are they wasting so
many films?"

And Vice-President Dawes laughed
the loudest!

Betty Compson, RlcardQ.. Cortez,
Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery
are featured in the leading roles in
the cast of the picture which will be
shown at the ..••......Theatre on

Anything in This

.press Sheet

MayBe Reprinted

om, ryan i - tting, it 'Was held
together by safety pins and naUs for
the most part. A special woman from
the wardrobe department had to be
taken on location with the company
In order to keep "Wally" sewed up,
for further damage would have
made the costume embarrassing.

Even the mules laugh at Beery in
the part of "Rhode Island Red," a
happy-go-lucky tramp of the Cali­
fornia gold rush days In Cruze's west­
ern epic.

For one of the principal scenes of
the picture, Wally was running down
the street alongside a team of six
mules. While the scene was bein~

taken, the lead mule deliberately
turned toward him, opened up its
mouth, and laughed. And it did it
a second time in the next "take" of
the same scene. So Beery is con­
vinced the scene must be funny.

"The Pony Express" in addition to
Beery, features Betty Compson, Ric­
ardo Cortez, and Ernest Torrence.
The screen play Is by Walter Woods,
from an original story by himself
and Henry Jaml!s Forman. The pic­
ture, a real successor to "The Cov-
ered Wagon," comes to the .
Theatre on ..-: .....

Beery's Movie Outfit
Hands Mules a Lauga

The raggedest outfit ever worn by
a prom1nent movie player is the cos­
ume of Wallace Beery in "The Pony

Express," Ja~es Cruze's latest Para­
o

V

.BETTY. ~OMPSON
IN TH E PARAMOUNT PICTU RE

'THE PONY EXPRESS'
Pr['duction Mat IPB..

Actors See Mirage While
Filming "Pony Express"

B ETTY COMPSON and Ricardo
Cortez got a new th~ill while

working near Cheyenne, Wyoming,
on James Cruze's historical~epic for
Paramount, "The Pony Express."

While returning from location late
one atterp.oon· they saw a mirage.
Far across the rolling plains sud­
denly appeared a shimmering lake,
.with a number of groups of beauti­
ful trees around the shore, and an
Island in the center. The mirage
las~ed more than five IQlnutes, and
haa they not known that· there
wasn't a lake or a tree within many
miles, they would never have believed
it wasn't real. But at lallt the great
shadow of a high cloud came idling
across the face of the landscape, and
in the twinkling of an eye the mirage
was gone.

Cortez and Miss Compson are
featured with Ernest Torrence and
Wallace Beery in the leading roles
of "The Pony Express" which will
be the feature at the Theatre
on next. Henry James For-
man and Walter Woods novelized the
story.

James Cruze's ucce or to
"The Covered Wagon"

Due Here oon

Hubby Gets His Only Chance
to Boss Wife on Movie Set"

The word "obey" meant something
literal III the marriage ceremony of
JamesCrole, the Faramount direc-

- e host Dance Wa~' in Wyom­
In,ln 1886, have the Sioux been en­
gaged in a bl\.ttle of such magnitude.

A band of more than one thou­
sand Sioux Indians was brought to
Cheyenne, Wyoming, from their res­
tl"atlon at Pine Ridge, North Da­
kota, for the purposes of this stu­
pendous picture.

Decked out In fantastic war paint,
wearing little else than loin cloths,
and mounted barebac~ on spirited
Indian ponies, they were given the
order by Cruze to attack the town
of Julesburg, Colorado.•

In a minute they had swooped
down on· the town, circled It, firing
arrows ami old fashioned muskets,
driving of( the stock, and sustaining
wounds from the barricaded to'1(Ils­
people, firing from windows and
doors.

Then in came the 'soldlers-1860
cavalry, recruited from companies of
real soldiers at Fort D. A. Russell.
More than seven hundred of them
swooped down on the village, led by
young Billy Cody. played by Johnny
Fox, Jr., an'd the, greatest Indian
battle of this centflry took place.
Foot by "foot the Indians were driven
out. The battle continued long after
It was out of range of the camera.
So reallstlc did..the battle become on·
the outlying hills, that Cruze had to
send out special 'riders to call it oft,
for soldiers were stm trying to
round up red men, and red men were
stm running down and attacking iso­
lated soldiers.

"The Pony Express," coming to
the on next, features
Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez,
Ernest Torrence and Wall ce Beery.
The screen play is by Walter W.oods,
from an original story by himself
and Henry James Forman.

e ony Express,"
Cruse's western ep c, the first he has
made since "The Covered Wagon,"
he directed Miss Compson, who as
"Molly Jones" is the heroine of the
story.

Cruze gave his directions from the
business end of a large megaphone,
and Miss Compson obeyed every In­
structlon to the letter.

"On the set is where I get even,"
explained Cruze. "At home in Flint­
ridge, I somehow seem to do most
of the obeying. It works out very
well in the long run. 1 direct Betty
at work. and she bosses me at play."

"Molly Jones" is declared to be
the greatest part Miss Compson has
taken since she played the role of
the woman in "The Miracle Man."

Others featured in the cast of
Cruze's epic story are Ricardo Cor­
tez, Ernest Torrence, and Wallace
Beery.

Walter Woods and Hen~ James
Forman wrote the. story.

. "The Pony Express" Comes In!

There is the story that when the
I1rst POlly Rider arrived some of the
"smart alecks" of the Sixties--for
they had them then-rode out to
meet the rider and dashed in ahead
of him, throwing up dust to worry
the gallant and fatigued horse.
And just in this manner is it run on
th screen at the ........•Theatre
this week. With more local en­
thusiasts riding behind, the Pony
Rider dashed In, along old J Street,
with the hundr ds shouting a wel­
come and with all the enthusiasm
of eternal boyhood, romance, and
malt -believe ringing in their shouts.

"The Pony Express" Is a James I
Cruz -Paramount prodllctlon.

Indian Battle
Real Thrill in
"Pony Express"
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Weatward the course of empire takes ita flight,
Bome on flying pony hoofs through the night.

"THE PONY EXPRESS"
It covered 2,000 miles in 7 days.
It linked the East- and West.
It emplbyed the world's greatest riders, including "Buffalo

Bill."
It fqught Indians, highwaymen, ice, snow, rain and blazing

hu~ •
It saved the Union.
It provided the gigantic theme for the greatest motion picture

ever made I

It blazes a trail straight into the heart of America.
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Mark Twain.

"The Pony Expres " will fan the flame of. pat~ioti 10 from
Maine to California.

"'The Pony Expre s' i a truly great historical picture won­
derfully conceived and magnificently done."

Senator Samuel Shortridge of California.

Thundering hoofs-of empire-
Lightning mes engers of America's glory­

"THE PONY EXPRESS."
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Westward the course of empire takes its flight,
Borne on flying pony hoofs through the night.

"THE PONY EXPRESS"
It covered 2,000 miles in 7 days.
It linked the East· and West.
It employed the world's greatest riders, including "Buffalo

Bill."
It fqught Indians, highwaymen, ice, snow, rain and blazing

heat.
It saved the Union.
It provided the gigantic theme for the greatest motion picture

ever made!

It blazes a trail straight into the heart of America.
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"'The Pony Express' is a truly great historical picture won· .•

derfully conceived and magnificently done."
Senator Samuel Shortridge of California.

Thundering hoofs 'of empire-
Lightning messengers of America's glory­

"THE PO Y EXPRESS."

"The ..Pony Express" will fan the flames of patriotis~ from
Maine to California. .

Mark Twain.
Buffalo Bill.
Brigham Young.

and a score of other giants of American history
live again in "THE PONY EXPRESS."

•

"'MIDTY COMPSON
RICARDO CORTIZ
lRNEST lORllINtI
WALLACE lEERY
...- .......... .-_fU.... _

a~V/dIDr

Two-column Supplementary Pr ,Ad2A X



•merl aneere'.



the trail of

,
•



en lum" (Full PG~ ) New.paper Advert· ment 7A. Mati 50c at

Playing Dates,
Other Features

..
Screen play by Walter Woods

---
..

",...-­,-----.

~~~~:3!~~~~~~~~I



"

'j

i g Dates,
er Features

.e
mn (Full PG~e) New pGper Adverti mf'nt 7A, Mati



Remember- You Can Change These Ads ·To Suit,

/

what American wouldn't
thrill to the story of those
heroic riders of the old fron­
tierl What American would
mias Cruze's most spectacu­
lar romance I

I

One-column Press Ad lAX

JAMES CRUZE'S SUCCESSOR
TO -THE COvtRED WAGON'

".- @CI• E ~

PONY 9baf

EXPRESS·

vIner ~-oJ'

on Page Fourteen
"

Three-column Newspaper Advertisement 3A

JAMES CRUZE'S succ~SSOR TO
THE COVEREDWAGON" • • •

W estward t~e course of empire takes its Bight,
Borne on fiymg pony hoofs through the night.

"THE PONY EXPRESS"
It c.overed 2,()(X) miles in 7 days.
It hnked the East- and West.

Bill~~ employed the world's greatest riders, including "Buffalo

hea~~ fqught Indians, highwaymen, ice, snow, rain and blazing

It saved the Union.
It prdovi,ded the gigantic theme for the greatest motion picture

ever rna e.

It QJazes a trail straight into the heart of America.

One Sheet Poster 1...4

If'Th P E ' .Q f II eon! xpress IS a truly great historical picture won-
er u y conceIved and magnificently done." .

Senator Samuel Shortridge of California.
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"THE PONY EXPRESS."
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Mame to California.

Mark Twain.
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Westward the course of empire takes its flight,
Borne on flying pony hoofs ·through the night.

JAMES CRUZE'S suee S 0
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It blazes a trail straight into the heart of America.

"The Pony Expres " will fan the flames of patriotism from
Maine to California.

Mark Twain.
Buffalo Bill.
Brigham Young.

and ~ score of other giants of American history
live again in "THE PONY EXPRESS."

"'The Pony Express' is a truly great historical picture won­
derfully conceived and magnificently done."

Senator Samuel Shortridge of California.

Thundering hoofs 'of empire-
Lightning messengers of America's glory­

"THE PONY EXPRESS."

"THE PONY EXPRESS"
It covered 2,000 miles in 7 days.
It linl<ed the East- and West.
It employed the world's greatest riders, including "Buffalo

Bill."
It fqught Indians, highwaymen, ice, snow, rain and blazing

heat.
It saved the Union.
It provided the gigantic theme for the greatest tllQtion picture

ever made!



Special Stories for a SPECIAL Production
(

Cruze's Assistant Has Busy,
Time of It Making

New Picture

I F there Is ever another wal'. the
James Cruze unit 1 ready to

nomin te Harold Schwartz, alsistant
direotot', for the position of quarter-
master cenetal. '

Sc

Transporting
"Pony Express"

Troop a Stunt

Writer Predicts Great
Things of Motion Pictures

There's an A-1 cast playing in sup­
port of the principals.

Two-column Production Mat 2P

-; ,-rd ' .-itft- [ -
'BETTY COMPSON AND RICARDO toRTEZ IN JAMES CRUZE'S
'TH E PONY 'EXPRESS· A PARAMOUNT PICTURE
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Cruze Makes First and
Only Speech of Career

"The Pony Expre88" cast includes
Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez,
Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery
in featured roles. The screen play
ill by Walter Woods from an original
story by himself and !lenry James
ForJIlan. The picture opens on
....... : at the Theatre.

"This is the first time I have seen
an Indian attack in fifty years," dG­
clared Chief Justice C. N. Potter or
the Wyoming Supreme Court when
he witnessed, on the "Julesburg lo­
cation" near Cheyenne where much
of "The Pony Exprells" was filmed
for Paramount by James Cruze. an
attack by a band of one thousand
Sioux Indians on the town.

"I have stage-coached ov~r the
plains and mountains of the West
for many years," commented the
judge. "These sod houses in the
plctur are more than tamillar to
me. So are the IItag~s, the stage
stat~ons, the pioneer clothing. th

Supreme Court Judge Sees
Cruze Film Indian Attack

tr&JllPO •
feat at Sacramento during the l1lm­
ing of "The Pon,. Expre.... to proTe
It.

The--1lnal big clo.inc .celle of th
.picture were lJeinc taken. There
were nearly IMlven hundred people in
some of the street Icene.. Becau.e
the weather was somewhat uncertain
and cloudy, Cruze had not believed
that he would tin18h the .cenell be-
fore night. It wa' planned to ha.ve
the company, numberinc 170 peo)1le'l
leave on a special train for ,Los
Angeles the following morning.

But the sun came out unexpected­
ly, with the result tbat Cruze fin18hed
taking ~he scenes by S p. m. He de-

That motion pictures may even- cided to leave at once--and Schwartl
tually take the place. or at least after the fashion of assistant direc­
parallel. colleges in historical re- tors, had to see that the decision was
search work, was the opinion ven- carried out.
tured by Arthur Chapman., the man By 6 p. m. here is what had hap-
who wrote "Out Where The West pened:

James Cruze has made the one Begins," a poem now known around The spectal train was on the track;
and only speech of his career. the world. 170 people had checked out of their

When the special train bearing Chapman is also a well known hotels and were leaving for the st&-
Cruze and his Paramount comllany to newspaperman- nd historian, having tlon; traJl,sportation was ready, and
Sacramento for the .making of the compiled the ly authoritative his- berths assigned; all the hundreds of
opening scenes of "The Pony Ex- tOry of the s te f Colorado. costuDles worn by the extras were
press" pulled into the station, Cruze Chapman wa the guest of James packed In boxes and aboard the bar­
found the mayor of the city, city Cruze for two days on the location gage cars, as were thousands of In­
councilmen, the president of the near Cheyenne, Wyoming represent- divldual properties used on the big
chamber of comD;1erce, and about 1 Sacramento street set. And there
1000 people on hand. ing the old town of Julesburg. Co 0- was no fuss, no shouting, no slip-up.

As he descended they came for- rado, as it eDstedrln 1860, for "The Every person, every 'lostume, and
ward and presented him with a Pony Express," Cruze's new Para- every piece of property was there.
special golden key to the city, with mount epic. Tllat's why the Cruze unit Is ready
his name engraved on it, and pre- Chapman was extremely interested to elect Schwartz quartermaster
sented to Betty Compson, his wife, in the historical accuracy of every general in event of war. TtJ.ey think
a magniticent bouquet of American detail of the picture. He commented ~he could move troops just as rapidly.
Beauty roses. _ espeelally on the accuracy with which "The Pony Express," which comes

-So enthusiastic was the greetil1g of the career. of Jack Slade, the notori- to the Theatre on ........•
the throng that Cruze and his party ous gunman and superintendent of is one of the biggest Paramount
could not make their way from the the Overland Stage line and Pony productions of the year. The cast
station. Expre88, was pMtUJ'ed. He is con- features Betty Compson, Ricardo
_ In responding to the presentation ceded on of the greatellt authorities Cortel. Ernest Torrence alld Wallace
of the key. Cruze broke bis Utetime in the country on the career of Slade. Beery. Walter Woods ,"d Henry
record and made a speech. He said: He was especially surprised to learn James Forman are co-authors of the

"I want you people to know that th-at a picture of Slade had been dis- story.
we have come to Sacramento to try covered In an old Wells-Fargo col- When Betty Comp.on First
to make 'The Pony Express' a picture lection by Harry C. Peterson, bis-
that you will be proud of. It 18 torical technician with the Cruze unit, Arrived in Hollywood
California history. Much of it ha.p- in the California state library.
pened here, and we have come back Hitherto it was belleved that no pic- Bett7 Coml)son took no chances
to take it here. I want you all to re of Slade was in eDstence. when Ibe went to Hollnrood.

~5~r.~~~~n~0W'~~t~h~a~t~Y:o;u;.a!r~e~i~v;l~t~ed~t~o~c~o~m~ern;'~'M~O~ti~O~n~~P!ic~t~u~re~s~~h~a;~v~e~t~h~e~~re-~~~S~hi.~hia~d~be~e~n~p~la~y~i~ll~.~t~h~e~v1:o~l~in:
ner to do on th_ I Ie for a short time when

tborne of the U.S.A." and tinally one bu tbe b 0 rem nft I ..
of the outstanding masterpieces of It existed in 1860, at any time." for profitable purposes, whUe the shou IrQ lJi 0 •
tilmdom, "The Covered Wagon." , To aid in handling the pubHc fol- means of colleges are limited." saId Apparently he meant it, tor several

'His total salary has never been lOWing Cruze's invitation. three Chapman. "The blstorlcal collec. montb. later When .he wa. home In
omcially given out ~the Paramount deputy sheriffs were assigned to the tions of the country should benetit Salt 14ke ~e got a telegram from
organization. However. it is general- set as guides by the county author- by it to a tremendons extent." Christie off rin. her $.0 a week to
ly conceded that it 18 enoulth tor a lUes. "The Pony Express:1 at the. . . . . . work In co edies.
man to ltv&' on comfortably. Anl'i he Miss Compson is featured with A con.ultation of famUy and
can always be sure of saving $5.00 a Ricardo Cortez, Ernest Torrence and this week, features Betty Compson, friendl wall beld. Betty decided she
day toward his old age! Wallace Beery in the cast of "The Ricardo Cortez, Ernest Torrence and would to' it. But she Intended to

Featured I~ the principal roles of Pony Express," which w111 be shown Wallace Beery. The screen play Is. take no chances.
"The Pony Express" which heads the next at the ..•..•.. Theatre. by Walter Wood. from an original So she bought a round trip ticket.
bill at the Theatre for the Henry James Forman and Walter J She etm hal the return part. It
next .•... days\ are Betty Compson. Woods novelized the story which the story by himself and Henry ames is one ot her most prized sQuven1rs.
Ricardo Cortez, Ernest Torrence and latter adapted for the screen. Forman. She didn't even use it when ahe
Wallace Beery. returned to Salt Lake receptly. en-

It you thought "The Covered route for Cheyenne, WyominJ, where
Wagon" was just about the last word PARAMOUNT EXPLOITEERS her husband. James Cruze, and his
in western pictures, wait t111 you see Paramount company were preparing
tbis one. says Paramount. HERE are the traJned lIhowmen asstped each PIll'&IIlOlUlt ex- to film scenes for "The Pony Ex-

change exclnsl"ely for the purpose of helping 'lou put JOur pte- press," Cruze's new western epic.
turea over. Get in touch with JOur explotteer: Miss Compeon pla1s the role of Moll)'

Jones, the heroine of the ItOry.
"I wa. trl.htened at coming to

Hollywooel, and even more dubious
about going Into the moviel. I was
a violinilt. not an actress. And I
,was afraid they would find me out,
and I'd be out of a job--In HOllywood
and far from home. So I went with
my return fare. all ready to come
right back."

Instead of getting out ot a job.
Betty made eood 110 rapidly that .h
soon found herself in the brilliant
role of the woman in "The Miracle
Man." Since then she hal played in
numerous Paramount pictur s. But
IIhe rat s her part in "The Pony Ex­
press" all the greatest IIhe hall bad
since "The Miracle Man."

In addition to il. Comp on,

HCovered Wagon" Director a
Veteran Actor of Both

Stage and Screen

"PonY'Express"
James Cruze's
New "Western"

It Is the same amliioiUIinlt'1mt1L'\:"'d"-mil-r;.;.~;;;~~;:
drawn for tbe past nine years-ever
since be has been with the Famous
Players-Lasky organization.

Tbat's what he's down for on the
books of tbe corporation, and be
draws It every day of the year. He­
bas been drawing It ever, since 1916.
He gets It for "steady work at tbe
studio."

Cruze Is a veteran motion picture
and stage actor. He was once a
matinee Idol on Broadway. and
played leads in several of David
Belalltlo's successes.

Tben be began playing In motion
pictures start1Iig with the old Than­
baUser company. He soon rose to
be one...of the biggest stars of film­
dom. In 1913 his name was almost
a household word because he played
the leading role In .iThe Mil110n
Dollar Mystery" with Pearl White.

"Thrill Man"
Early In 1915 Cruze, who had

taken almost every kind of a chance
to give, film fans a thrlll, broke bta.
ankle by stepping Into a gopher hole
whlle making a picture near San

, Jose. CaHfornla.
The accident kept him off the stage

and screen for more than a year.
Motion pictures were booming. When
be went back, he found hlmself­
forgotten!

He had been getting $400 a week,
the biggest salary In filmdom, when
he was hurt. When be came back
he couldn't even get a job. And be
was broke.

Finally he went to George .Melford,
an 014 friend and a director at tbe
Famous Players-Lasky studio in New
York City, and asked for a job--any
kind of a job.

Melford bired bim for bits In bls
pictures, and put him on tbe per­
manent payroll of the.. company at
$5.00 a day. He's been with tbe
company ~ ~ver since, and has always
coJhln~to draw the $5.00 a day.

D1rect.ed Late Wally Reid
It was not long after th18 tbat the

company was seeking a director for
Wallace Reid. Cruze asked for the
job--and got it. The Wallace Roid
pictures, which Cruze ma-de, still
stand out as classics In 111m h1story.

""
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AMES CRUZE, wbo recently com-
pleted the tUming of bls new
rn er or Paramount, "Tbe

~~~~~... - " teady
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feat at Bacra~ento dllrlDc the 11m·
Ing at "The Ponr )hpreu" to prO\'e
It.

The Anal big clo.IIl, .cenel of th
'plcture were 1leiq taken. Ther_
were nearly seven hUndred people in
110m of the street Icenel. J)ecauae
the weather was .omewhat uncertain
and cloudy. Crull! had not believed'
that he would A~lIh the Icenes be­
tore niaht. It wa. planned to have
the company. numberln, 170 people,
leave on a .pecial train tor Los
Anlele. the followln, morning.

But the .un came out unexpected­
ly, with the result that Cruze Anls!l.ecl
takinl :the scenes by 3 p. m. He de­
cided to leave at once-and Schwartl
after the tashlon of allslstant direc­
tors. had to lee that the decision W&l
carried out.

Dy 6 p. m. here is what had hap­
pened:

The epecial train wal on the track;
170 people had checked out of their
hotelll and were leaving for the sta.­
tion; traD,sportation was ready. and
berthl assigned; all the hundreds of
costuIqes worn by the extras were
packed in boxell and aboard the ba,­
gage carl. as were thousands of In­
dividual properties used on the/big
Sacramento street set. And there
was no fuss,-no shouting, no slip-up.
l1:very person, every cOlltume, and
every piece of property was there.

That·s why the Cruze unit Is ready
to elect Schwartz quartermaster
general In event of war. TJ1ey think
he could move troops just as rapidly.

"The Pony Express," which comes
to the Theatre on ........•
Is one of the biggest Paramount
production. of the year. The cast
features Detty Com'Pson. Ricardo
Cortel, Ernest Torrence and Wallace
Beery. Walter Woods ..d Henry
Jamel Formu are co-authors of 1he
story.

When Betty ComplOn First
Arrived in Holl)'Wood

Two-column Production Mat 2P
..

Writer Predicts Great
Things of Motion Pic~res

- -rd . .:ift- f ! - ~
'BErn COMPSON AND RICARDO CORTEZ IN JAMES CRUZE'S

"THE PONY EXPRESS· A PARAMOUNT PICTURE

""Pony'Expre
J Cruze's

ew "Western"
" over d agon" Director a

Veteran Actor of Both
Stage and Scre n

thorne of,the U.S.A." and tlnally one
of the outlltandlng masterpieces of
Alpldom. "The Covered Wagon:' _

His total salary has never been
ofDclally given out by the Paramount
organlaatlon. However, It Is general­
ly conceded that It ill enOUGh for a
man to live on comfortably. Antl he
can alwaYII be sure of saving $6.00 a
day toward his old age!

Featured ill the principal roles of
"The Pony Express" which headll the
bill at the Theatre for the
next .•... days, are Betty Compson,
Ricardo Cortez, Ernest Torrence and
Wallace Beery.

If you thought "The Covered
Wagon" was just about the last word
In western pictures. walt till you see
this one. says Paramount.

Supreme Court Judge Sees
Cruze Film Indian Attack

"This Is the Arst time I have seen
an Indian attack In Afty years." d3­
clared Chief Justice C. N. PCltter or
the Wyoming Supreme Court when
he witnessed, on the "Julesburg lo­
cation" near Cheyenne where much
of "The Pony Express" was Aimed
for Paramount by James Cruze. an
attaok by a band of one thousand
Sioux Indians on the town.

"r have stage-ilOached ov~r the
plains and mountains of the West
for many years," commented the
judge. "These sad houses In t'he
picture are more than famUlar to
me. So are the IItagtls. the stage
stat~ons, the pioneer clothing, the
Indiana. and the United States troo])11
In their 1860 garb. It Is a great
treat to see thelp. thus brought back
to lite for the Aim•."

Justice Potter was' Cruze's guest
during the Aiming of ,number ot big
scenes ot the picture.

bu teo com
It eIlsted In 1860. at any time."

To aid In handling the public fpl­
lOWing Cruze's invitation. three
deputy sheri1rs were assigned to the
set as guides by the county author.
Itles.

Mtss Compson Is featured with
Ricardo Cortez. Ernest Torrence and
Wallace Beery in the cast of "The
Pony Express," which will be shown
next at the ..••.•.. Theatre.
Henry James Forman and Walter
Woods novelized the story which the
latter adapted for the screen.

PARAMOUNT EXPLOITEERS
H ERE are the trained showmen &BB1ped each Paramount ex­

change excluslvel,. for the purpose of helping 'fOU put 70ur pte­
tnres over. Get In touch with JOur exploiteeI':

BAUlLY. LEE D 216 South Fton' Street .M_phl.. Tenll.
BIRCH. AL 0 1&21~ 1>1_ n-ftI'. Colo.
CALLAHAN, JOHN 811 W. 44th St. New Yori<o N. Y.<& New Haven terrltol'7)
CORCORAN. EDWARD P UI 8eYmtla It XII_nit Wla.
O~lNGILUI. EARL UOOUI W. INa 8t Jtauu 01"'. )(0,
DANZIGER, WILLJA)(••••••••PICIIl_ • Broad....,••••a-maatt. O.
DUNHAM. C\.lRTIS 100 S. left_ 8t DaJ Tu.
EAGLES. HARRY 0 2011 Thlrcl A..\ltI a-ttIe. Wuh.
FJlANKLIN, KENTON ••.•••. 114 W.. Oranel A Oltlaboma Clb. Oltla.
GAMBRILL. GZORGE••••••••••111 Wuhlut- BI st. 1AQ1a, ~
aftER, ERNEST 110-112 Walton St. At1anta, a..
HAA8. 1. A •••••.••••••••••.•4U GII__ It•••••.•••••Portlud, On.
HELLMAN. lAOK 1100 Pint An__ lUnll_poll.. Kbul.
JtANTNU, OSCAR 201 Golda Ga. Aft Saa net-, ClaI.
LUNDY. ,JAMES P 111.UI 80. Mooroe St. .. .P-u, DL
KeCONVILLE. JOHN P •..••..8 Sha.-t 8t••••••••••B.-ton. X-

(aD4 Poniud. 1Ie.)
MENDELSSOHN. WlL~••• 1211 Vine St. •••••••••••Phlladelphla, P..
MoINllRNEY. JOHN &. 111 Doncl st. Toronto, Ont.

<anel Montreal. Can.)
MOON. RUSSELL B 1121 S. W Aft Oll'-P, m.
PICJ[ftlN<!o HAROLD W ua _ .tncl 80utla 8t•••••SaIl ~. Olq,L OWl
PUTNAX, LUTKER 1.. 501 801-.. StzoMt•••••• San Aatollio,-TcL
RENAUD, KENNETH ••••••..•21.. e-. A DetrGlt, JlOeIs.
ROBSON, WlLLJA)( N 1011 I'orbee 8t PItta1lmP. P..
SWIJI'T. HABRY 1240 8. Onft 8t Loe AQeMe. Oat.
WALL, I:DWARD 1 1101 N. C.pltol Aft "' D. 0.
WATJ:RSTREm, IaVIN A 11' W. Mlchlpn St Incl1aaQoI1a, ....
WIJ:8T. lAJn:8 M 110 North Lee Bt: JacbonUle, 1'1..
WlLLlAlIS, OZOROII B 1" PraIIkI.. st htralo, N. Y.
ZELTNER, IRWIN 11.. E. 211t St. OI.,.eJand. Ohio.

• ou 10 .
Apparent., he meant It. for I8ve~1

month. lat~ when Ihe wa. home In
salt lAke e got a teJe....m from
Chrlstle off riD. her "0 a week to
work In CQ edlell.

A con.ultatlon of family and
friend I "as held. Detty decided she
would tff It. But she Intended to
take no chance••

So .he bought a round trl]) ticket.
She .tllI has the return part. It

ill one Qf her most prized .Quvenlrs.
She didn't even use It when Ihe

returned to Salt Lake recelltly. en­
route tor Cheyenne. Wyominl. where
her hu.band. James Cruze, and his
Paramount company were preparing
to Aim .cenes for "The Ponr Ex­
press," Cruze's new western epic.
Mt.ll Compson plays the role of Molly
Jones. the heroine of the ston-.

"I was frightened at cOQling to
HollYwood. and even more dublou6
about going Into the movies. I wall
a violinlilt, not an actrells. And I
,was afraid they would And me out,
and I'd be out of a Job-In Hollywood
and far trom home. So I went with
my return tare, all ready to comtl
right back."

Instead of getting out ot a Job.
Betty made good so rapidly that Ihe
soon tound henelf in the brilliant
role of the woman In "The Illracle
Man." Since then she hall played In
numerous Paramount plcturell. Dut
IIhe rates her part in "The Pony Ex­
press" as the greatest she haa had
sinoe "The loIiracle-Kan....

In addition to .Mlu ComplOn,
Ricardo Cortez, Ernest Torrence,
and Wallace Deery are featured III
the cast of the 1llcture. due at the
. on. . . . .. The r n
play is by Walt r Woods, from n
original story by himself and He ry
Jam s Forman.
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Colored Lobby, Insert and JiVlndow Card -Slide
,

Color~ Lobby Curd (22" % 28") A

SPECIALI ;

In addition to the regular llx14
lobby cards, you can secure a et
of special 14 x 17 enlarged stills.
$1.00 'apiece, or $6.00 for com·
plete 8et of eight. Frames to fit
these are 35c each.



Window Card

Announcamenr Slid. Colored I",err Card

Color~ Lobby Card (22" % 28") A

SPECIALI ~

In. addition to the regular 11 14
lohby cards, you can sec e a 8 l

of special 14 x 17 enlarged stills.
$l.00 'apiece, or $6.00 for com·
plete set of eight. Frames to fit
these are 35c each.

Colored Lobby CfII'd (22" ~ 28") B



II

-
TH E COY RED WAGON·

-
TOSUCCESSOR

WIT'" N
BEttY COMPSO .
RlCAROO GOR1EZ
ERNESt 10RRENCE
WAllACE 8EERY

'"ES£MT£ol£~~E.L,l.AsK1
~OOll""lUIlOll. ".. _.

r
duced the Great
American Su~
er~Picture\

More spectacu­
lar and thrilling

"The Covere~ .
than " And a blg-
Wagon.

love story.ger

BE pony ExpresS

T .des again \
n miles of

Across 2,OOOt wilder­
danger-swep al g\ory\

to etern .
nesS,. h' s inspinng
AgaInst t I James

atn a,

aramount Adverti's.ing Will Put It Over

~crun play by Walter Woods • - - - - From the story by Henry James Forman and Walter Woods

Four-column Newspape.r Advertisement 4A

shots from the film.
Branch otnces listed in price

schedule o~ ~age U.

National Screen S rvice, Inc.,
in co-operation' with Para­
mount's Advertising Depart­
ment, has made two high-grade
trailers on "The Pony Ex­
press."

One is a Service Trailer. 75
feet long, including titles and
carefully selected punch scenes
from the picture.

The other is a Super De Luxe'
Xrll.iler containing ml\rvelouB

Trailers,

T HE above cut shows the cover of the special de
luxe herald on "The Pony' Express." Actual

size, 4Y2" x 6".
The original is an eye-filling color combination. To

get the full effect, you have to see it. A k for a sample
at your local exchange.

Double-page center spread ~s packed with ticket­
~el1ing scene and copy. Back page blank for imprint­
mg,

-YIII POlY DPRESS'
A

JAMUCIIIZI
••ODVCT ION

Midget Cut lMA

Miniatures

. The miniature is an actual
snapshot about 2" x 3" in size
and autographed. "!Backs blank
for imprinting.

They are available on 28
Paramount players, InclUding
those featured In "The Pony
EXlIress."

Great tor merchant tie-ups,

tests, p ogra ,
Price to exhibitors Is $10.00

per 1,000, which expense ca,n
easily be met by merchants
who tie in on it.



Screen play by Walter W Qods • - - _ - From the story by Hmry James Forman and Walter Woods'

Four-column Newspaper Advertisement 4A
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to eterna .'
nesS,. h' s insPiflng

gainst t 1 Jamesa,

Miniatures

, The miniature is an actual
snapshot about 2" x 3" in size
and autographed. Backs blank
for Imprinting.

They are available on 28
Paramount players, including
those featured In "The Pony
EXllress."

Great for merchant tie-ups,

Midget Cut 1MA

Midget Cut 1MB

Midget Cut 1MC

T HE above cut shows the cover of the special de
luxe herald on "The Pony Express," Actual

size, 4Y2" x 6".
The original is an eye-filling color combination. To

get the full effect, you have to see it. Ask for a sample
at your local exchange.

Double-page center spread ~s packed with ticket­
~elling scene and copy. Back page blank for imprint­
mg.

Only $6.00 per 1,000.

Trailers

National Screen Service, Inc"
- in co-operation' with Para­

mount's Advertising Depart­
ment. has made two high-grade
trailers on "The Pony Ex­
press,"

One Is a Service Trailer, 75
feet long. including titles and
carefully selected punch scenes
from the picture.

The other Is a Super De Luxe
l'rll.iler containlng marvelouB

shots from the f1.lm.
Branch 0 ces listed in ptice

schedule on age 14.

One-column PreS! Ad 1A



The Punch of the Picture in Flashy Posters

Three Sheet Poster 3BThree Sheet Poster 3A

,.

One Sheet Poster IB Six Sheet Poster 6B One Sheet Poster Ie

FOR OUTDOOR ADVERTISING-POSTERS
One Sheet (lA, 18 and lC) 15
Three Sheet (3A and 3B)........................... .45
Six Sheet (6A and 68)............................... .90
Twenty.lour Sheet (24A. 24B and 24C) , 2.40
3' x 10' Banner .. 2.00

PHOTOS FOR YOUR LOBBY
22 x 211 (Colored) (Two tyles) ,........ .40
11 x 14 Set of Ei,ltt (Colored)....................... .60
Enlarlementl (Each) , 1.00

(Set of Ei,bt) : ..•........... 6.00
FOR NEWSPAPER AD ADVERTISING CUTS

One Column .•............................ , '. . . .35
Two Column ,................................. .65
Supplementary (lwo column) ,.................... .25
Mid,ell ' ,.. .15

MATS; ADVERTISING, PRODUCTION, ETC.
One Column ,.. .05
Two Column ,............. .JO
Two Column Supplementary...........•..... :....... .10
Three Column .................................•...• .15
Four Colnmn' (Adv. Only) ,......... .25
Seven Column (Adv. Only) .. , , , ,.......... .50

FOR GENERAL EXPLOITAll0N
GILT.EDGED FRAMES ( be 17 x 43 in.) , 1.50
Insert Cards (}4 x 36 in. to fit above,) . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. .25
22 x 28 Gilt Frem , , 1.50
Corbbination Lobby Frames 2.00
Cardboard Frames for tills.......................... .15
Frames for Errlarlemenll ..•............ , ... ,. ...•.•.. .35
H nld. per thou and , ............• " 6.00
Rotolravure Milum per 1,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7.50
Miniatures, p r 1,000, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 10.00
Window Card .07
Armouncement Slide .,.............................. .15
Publicily Photos ..................................• .10
Traile Ilional Sere n rvice

126 . 46lh • ew York Cily
845 So. Wahl hAve. Chica 0 I .

•

Advertising Price List
Note:-Dwin to

b~L..._~,;..-~-,!!-~~.....~lIIIIfI!I~ no apply to CllDlIda. Get
<J.nadUlD Pt-iee Li t Irom your ~chan,e.

BIG NATION·AL TIE-UP

ARAMOUNT'S exploitation d partment haa effected a
national tie-up with the POSTAL TELEGRAPH COM-

PA on "The Pony Expr ."
h window po ter, sized to fit the tandard window frame,

i illustrated above. The Postal Telegraph Company has ent
two of these to very one of ita branch in the United Stat
and haa notifi d ita managers to keep watch far the dat of
10 al howing of "Th Pony Expr 'aQd to display th pos­
t ra prior th reto.

Get in touch with your Paramount ex~loiteer or even call
u the Poatal man



_jlrIIlir tlilerelo.
with your Paramount Joi r or call

tal lIWUIIer younell and lee if you eaDDot feet
p. of al ad antale.

..
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The lI.rllt Concord .tagecoachell to

operate Qn regular schedule for
many years were put into operation
near Cheyenne, Wyoming, and Bac­
ramento, California, by James Cruze
during the Illmlng of his new west­
ern epic. "The, Pony Express."

Stage lines that had been aban­
doned for years were again put Int~

operation, and the stages whirled in
and out of "Sacramento" and Jules­
burg, Colorado, with the old time
regularity' and' picturesqueness.

Six dilJerent types of stagecoaches
were used, all of them either orig­
inal cq,aches of 1860 revived for the
occasion. or exact reproductions of
such coaches from photographs and
specillcatlons.

Then stagecoaches ranged In type
from the "mud wagons" and etnval
topp,ed s(ages, to the real "Concord
model" coach,c1!h1ch is most fammar •
in sketches and photogra.phs of old
time scenes, because it was supposed
to be very much more classy. A
number of large open coaches. with
llix and eight horses, were also used.

The drivers of the coaches. during
the making of the picture were all
old-time western horses and cattle­
men, who had drive~ just luch
coaches years ago through the moun­
tains or over the plains of the weat,
~nd who were perfectly competent to
manage a team of six or eight horses
over a danger!>us road.

Paramount's "The Pony Express"
coming to the on .•...... ,
features Betty Compson. Ricardo
Cortez, Ernest Torrence and Wallace
Beery. The screen play is by Walter
Woods, from an original NO by
~lf and Henry James For an.

Old Stage Lines P , n
Operation for "Pony Exprese"

Warren, who is 81, is th oldelt mem·
b r in point of servlc in the I nate,
and is 0 of th molt Inll.u nUal
men in that body.

He II an old pioneer, haTing come
west and s tUed in Wyoming shortly
after the civil war, nt ring the cat­
tle business.

"This really looks like old times
to me," he told Cruze. "Wh n I go
into this town representing old Jules­
burg, Colorado, it almost makes me
feel young again. I've seen a dozen
townl just about like it In the old
days, although I never S8-W Jules­
burg at that period. It w burned
by Indians just before I e west.
and when they rebuilt It t y moved
it to another location."

'\vell, we're going to
one for you-just to' make

'-!iIIIiiiI t.

epic for Paramount "Th'e Pony Ex­
press." Johnny is a boy scout. and
it was largely from the career and
Inspiration of Buffalo Bill's lite that
the organization dr.ew its code-in
fact almost the name itself. Young
Cody got his lI.rst joq at;4 riding
one of the dangerous runs on the
Pony E press.

One o( the feQ.tures of the Chey­
enne location where James Cruze
made many scenes for his forthcom­
ing western epic, "The Pony Ex­
press," was the almost daily pres­
ence on the set of United States
Senator Francis E. Warren, of Wy­
oming, anc! Mrs. Warren. Senator

Ian Torrence, 18: got his lI.rst touch
of life as a movie actor by playing
the part of an extra in "The Pony
Express," James Cruze's western
epic, in which his distinguished
father, Ernest Torrence. plays one of
the featured roles. Last year young
Torrence worked in the property de­
partment during the making of
"North of 36," which also featured
his father.

"Being an extra is a great life,"
said Ian with enthusiasm. "and. I
like to work with dad. I must con­
fess he's the actor I'm fondest of,"

o 11 pe
1I.1mlng of "The POll
Jam_ Cruze's newest Paramount
picture. Most of the properties~were
old w~slern relics of the period of
1860. Although the properties were
shipped mQre thAn 3000 mUes by
train and tt-uck to locatloui!l at Sacra­
mento, California. and Cheyenne,
Wyoming, not one important piece
was lost or destroyed, kccordlng to
Cruze's head property man.

Johnny Fox, the tobacco-( ewing
boy of "The Covered Wagon ' plays
the part of young Billy C dy, 14

ra 01 ,i James Cruze's estern

B RIEF newsy paragraphs about" The Pony Expres " to run in
house organs. imply add play date. Write your own catch

heads. (

I.
The biggest battle staged In 40

years between United States soldiers
and Indians was fought near Chey­
enne, Wyoming, recently during the
Illming of "The Pony Express," James
Cruze's new western epic for Para­
mount. More than 1000 Siolfx In­
dian braves from the Pine Ridge,
North Dakota reservation, and 700
United States cavalrymen from Fort
D. A. Russell took part. The soldiers
were dressed in the old blue Civil
War uniforms.

And a
seE\med to come his way. T
weather was ideal throughout for
shooting pictures! the film tutned out
beautifully when given a preliminaJ;Y
showing, and 111s company worked so
perfectly th~t \Ie completed much of
the work se'terll.1,days before 'he had
expected to.

That's why no one can tell Cruze
he wasn't lucky when he picked up
a horse-shoe before the lI.rst shot.

James Cruze is lucky.
Just before he started to take the

first scene, depicting Julesburg, Colo­
.rado in 1860, in "The Pony Express,"
he stumbled on a horseshoe. • •

It had been lying half covered with
the buttalo grus of the plains for
years, and was old and rusty. But
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Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez,
Ernest Torrence, Wallace

..Beery Featured

A NOTABLE cast has been as­
sembled in James Cruze's new

Paramount productioit, "The 'pony
Express," to be shown at the .

on ....•....
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PROGRAM SHORTSA Notable Cast

In Paramount's
"Pony Express"

./

James Cruze's Successor
To "The Covered Wagon"

Vondell Darr, 5, declared to be the
most beautiful child in Holl~ood,

has a unlQ.ue role in "The Pony Ex­
press," James Cruze's historical epic
for Paramount, Although she plays
an important role in the picture, anrl
is adopted and cared for by Wallace
BeE»"Y, she has no name.

The reason is that she is rescued
after an attack on a' wagon train by
Sioux Indians by Wallace Beery, who
has seen a covered wagon running
a'way and has stopped the horses.
All the people in the wagon train
have been killed, and the little girl

---------------"--"--1 has beeI\ saved only by the runaway.
She does. not know her name.

Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez,'
Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery James Cruze, with most other
are featured in the cast of the stOry, directors, has come to believe that
.whlch was written as a screen play almost every man, woman and child
by Walter Woods from an original has a scenario tucked into his pocket.
by himself and Henry James Forman. Recently a carpenter in Sacramento

called up on the telephone and re­
quested a ten minute interview with
him to explain "a great idea for a
picture."

"We are looking for great ideas,"
Cwze explain'ed, "but, e-r-r-, could
you just tell me brlelly what this
scenario is about?"

"Yes!" the carpenter leaped to re­
ply. "It has all the elements of a
great picture: Romance, adventure­
and period furniture."

(Synopsis Story)

~ Pony Express," produced
..L for Paramount by James
Cruze and opening a run of .
days at the Theatre on
! , is a well-knit and thrill-
ing story of the West just prior
to the election of President Lin­
coln, when Calif9rnia was hesitat­
ing be~ween North and South,
showing the inauguration and op­
eration of the famous Pony Ex­
press and giving a glimpse of the
young Mark Twain.

Jack Weston, a debonair gmn­
ler and a dead shot, has been con­

die because of his anti­
w
California, bu e escapes and
goes to Julesburg, where he be­
com~s a Pony Express rider.

H1S riv:al for the hand of Molly
Stevens lS Slade, superintendent
of the Overland Stage Company
a notorious "bad man" who trie~
to discredit Weston in the eyes of
Molly and who later makes an un­
succe sful attempt on his life.

lade has arranged with Glen to
suppre s the news of Lincoln's
election in order that California
may be ,wung over to the South­
ern side, this tate .being an im­
portant factor in the fight against
slavery.

The tory tells of the defeat of
Sla?e's plansby Weston' wit and
darmg. Weston assist in the de­
fense o.f Julesburg against a band
of Indian led by a half-br ed in
league with lade. Weston wins
the ~irl and is later ltd to
political office.

This is a story combining his­
torical fact with the element of
romance that di tingui hed the
West of former days.

Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez
Erne t Torrence and Wallac~
Beery are featured in the ca t of
the production. The story i by
Henry James Forman and Walter
Wood.

pea
polfy express rider. Ernest Torrence.
as Ascension Jones, Is a blacksmith
and religious fanatic. Wallace Beery
has a part which scintillates with real
humor throughout. All four players
are fea.tpred in the principal roles
of the llroducUon, written for the
screen by Walter Woods from the
story by himself and Henry James
Forman.

George Bancroft, vet&ran character
actor. has the. Important part of the
villain, Jack Slade, Superintendent
of the Overland- Stage in Julesburg.

An Interesting characterization Is
that of the half-breed Indian, Charlie
Brent, played by Frank Lackteen.
'John Fox, Jr.• who has grown con­
siderably since he played the ,part of
the tobacco-chewing boy in "The
Covered Wagon," also.•has an im­
portant part In the story.

AI Hart has .the role of Senator
Glen, William Turner the part of
William Russell, and Rose Tapley Is
the aunt.

Baby Vondell Darr and Charles
Gerson complete the line-up.



I

The f1rst Concord atagecoachetl to
operate Qn regular schedule for
many years were put into operation
near Cheyenne, Wyoming, and sac­
ramento, California, by James Cruze
during the filming of his new west­
ern epic, "The. Pony Express."

Stage llnes that had been aban­
doned for years were again put int~

operatlon, and the stages whirled in
and out of "Sacramento" and Jules­
burlt, Colorado, with the old tlme
regularity and picturesqueness.

Six different types of stagecoaches
were used, all of them either orig­
inal cq.aches of 1860 revived for the
occasion, or exact reproductions of
such coaches from photographs and
specifications.

Then stagecoaches ranged In type
rom the "mud wagons" and C4nvas
top~d stages, to the real "Concord
model" coach, which is most fam1l1ar
in sketches and photographs of old
time scenes, because it was supposed
to be ;rery much more classy. A
number of large open coaches. with
six and eight horses, were also used.

The drivers of the coaches, durlng
the making of the picture were all
old-time western horses and cattle­
men, who had drlvetl just lIuch
coaches years ago through the moun­
tains or over the plains of the west,
~nd who were perlectly competent to
manage a team of six or eight horses
over a danger~us road.

Paramount's "The Pony Express"
coming to the on .•...•..•
features Betty Compson, Ricardo
Cortez, Ernest Torrence lind Wallace
Beery. The screen play is by Walter
Woods, from an orll!Jnal eto by
himself and Henry James For an.

One ot the fe~tures of the Chey­
enne location where James Cruze
made many scenes for his forthcom­
ing western epic. "The Pony Ex­
press," was the almost dally pres­
ence on the set of United States
Senator Francis E. Warren, of Wy­
oming, and Mrs. Warren. Senator

epic for Paramount "The Pony Ex­
pr ss." Johnny Is a boy scout. and
it was largely from the care r and
inspiration of Burralo Blll's Ufe that
the organlzatlon dre.... Its code-in
fILet almost the nam& itself. Young
Cody got his first joq at J4 riding
one of the dangerous runs on the
Pony press.

Ian Torrence, 18. got his first touch
of Ufe as a movie actor by playing
the part of an extra in "The Pony
Express." James Cruze's western
epic, In which his distinguished
father, Ernest Torrence, plays one of
the featured roles. Last year young
Torrence worked In the property de­
partment during the ma&l.ng of
"North of 36," which also featured
his father.

"Being an extra is a great life,"
said Ian with enthusiasm, "and I
like to work with dad. I must con­
fess he's the actor I'm fondest of....

Warr n, who is 81, i the old st m m·
b r in point of s rvice in the nate.

nd is 0 of the most Infiu ntial
m n In that body.

H is an old pioneer. having eome
w st and settl d in Wyoming Ihortly

fter th civil war, entering the eat­
tle business.

"This really looks Uke old timea
to me," he told Cruz. "When I go
into thll town repr enUne old Jul
burg. Colorado, it almo t malt me
feel young again. I've leen a dozen
towns just about Uke it in the old
days, a)4!lough I never a..... Jule ­
burg at' that period. It burned
by Indians just before I e ....est.
and when they rebuilt it th y moved
It to another loeatlon."

"well, we're going to
one tor you_just to make

o t>e .......
filming of "The Pony reas,"
Jam Cruze's newest Paramount
picture. Most of the properties.were
old western reUcs of the period of
1860. Although the properties were
shipped mQre than 3000 mlles by
train and truck to 16catlol$ at Sacra­
mento, CaUfornia, and Cheyenne,
Wyoming, not one Important piece
was lost or destroyed, according to
Cruze's head property man.

:. ~:.;;!~;; ~ ..
~.~&~. ..... ~;:~:

.,~" i
0\' ;

A SCENE FROM .JAMES CRUZE'S PARAMOUNT PICTU ,
WITH BETTY (OMPSON, ERNEST TORRENCE WALLACER~EERTyHAENDPONY EXPRESS #, RICARDO CORTEZ

Three-column Production Mat 3P

Johnny Fox, the tobacco- hewing
boy of "The Covered Wagon ' plays
the part of young Bllly C dy, 14
ears 01 , In James Cruze's estern

, '

The biggest battle staged In 40
years between United States soldiers
and Indians was fought near Chey­
enne. Wyoming, recently during the
filming of "The Pony Express," James
Cruze's new western epic for Para­
mount. More than 1000 Siod'x In­
dian braves from the Pine Ridge.
North Dakota reservation, and 700
United States cavalrymen from Fort
D. A. Russell took part. The soldiers
were dressed In the old blue Civll
War uniforms.

PROGRAM SHORTS

Vondell Darr, 5, declared to be the
most beautiful chlld in Holly~ood,
has a unique role in "The Pony Ex­
press," James Cruze's historical epic
for Paramount. Although she plays
an important role in the picture, and
is adopted and cared for by Wallace
B~¥Y, she has no name. .

The reason Is that she is rescued
after an attack on a wagon train by
Sioux Indians by Wallace Beery, who
has seen a covered wagon running
"'way and has stopped the horses.
All the people in the wagon train
have been kllled, and the little girl
has be411\ saved only by the runaway.
She does not know her name.

13etty Compson, Ricardo Cortez,' ,
Ernest Torrence and Wallace Beery James Cruze, with most other
are featured in the cast of the story, directors, has come to bel1eve that
.which was written as a screen play almost every man, woman and chlld
by Walter Woods from an original has a scenari~ tucked Into his pocket.
by himself and Henry James Forman. Recently a carpenter in Sacramento

called up on the telephone and re-
quested a ten minute interview with
him to explain "a great idea for a
picture."

"We are looking for great ideas,"
Ct.uze explained, "but, e-r-r-, could
you just tell me brlefiy what this
scenario is about?"

"Yes!" the carpenter leaped to re­
ply. "It has all the elements of a
great picture: Romance, itd¥enture-­
and period furniture."

B
RIEF new y paragraphs about "The Pony E pre s" to run in

hou e organ. imply dd play date. Write your own catch
h ds.

An a
seElmed to come hili way.
weather was ideal throughout for
shooting pictures, the tUm turned out
beautifully when given a preltminaO'
showing, and his company worked so
perfectly the,t he completed much of
the work seteral/days before he had
expected to.

That's why no one can tell Cruze
he wasn't lucky when he picked up
a horse-shoe before the firat shot.

w 0 a
California, but he escapes and
goes to Julesburg, where he be­
comes a Pony Express rider.

His rival for the hand of Molly
Stevens is Slade, superintendent
of the ~)ver~~nd Stage Company,
a notorIOUS bad man" who tries
to discredit Weston in the eyes of
Molly and who later makes an un­
successful attempt on his life.
Slade has alTanged with Glen to
suppress the news of Lincoln's
election in order that California
may be . wung over to the South­
ern ide, this state .being an im­
portant factor in the fight against
slavery.

The story tells of the defeat of
Slade's plans by Weston's wit and
daring. We ton a sists in the de­
fense of Julesburg against a band
of Indian led by a half-br ed in
league with Slade. Weston wins
the goirl and is later elected to
political office.

Thi is a story combining his­
torical fact with the element of
romance that distinguished the
West of former days.

Betty Compson, Ricardo Cortez
Ernest Torrence and W allac~
Beery are featured in the cast of
the production: The story is by
Henry James Forman and Walter
Woods.

The biggest thing Cruz has
done yet is what Paramount claims
of "The Pony' Express. "

James Cruze's Successor
To "The Covered Wagon"

(Synopsis Story)

rJ1HE Pony Express," produced
..L for Paramount by James

Cruze and opening a run of .
days at the Theatre on
.' , is a well-knit and thrill-
ing story of the West just prior
to the election of President Lin­
coln, when California was hesitat­
ing beFween North and South,
showing-the inauguration and op·
eration of the famous Pony Ex­
press and giving a glimpse of the
young Mark Twain.

Jack Weston, a debonair gam­
'er arld a dead shot, has been con­

die because of his anti-

Betty Comp on, Ricardo Cortez,
Ernest Torrence, Wallace

Beery Featured

A
NOTABLE cast has be n s­
sembled in Jamel Cruze's new

Paramount productloit, "The Pony
preal." to b shown at the .

A otable C
In Paramount's

I ""Pony Express

poJfy ppress rider. Ernest Torrence.
. al'l Ascension Jones. is a blacksmith
and rel1glous fanatic. Wallace Beery
has a part which scintillates with real
humor throughout. AU four players
fIre fea\Ured in the pdnclpal roles
ot the 'production, Wt'ltten for. the
screen by Walter Woods from th~
stOry by himself and Henry James
Forman.

George Bancroft, veteran character
actor, has the. important part of the
villain, Jack Slade, Superintendent
ot the Overland· Stage in Julesburg.

An interesting. characterization Is
that of the half-breed Indian, Charlie
Brent. played by Frank Lackteen.
John Fox, Jr., who has grown con­
siderably since he played the part of
the tobacco-chewing boy in "The
Covered Wagon," also .has an im­
portant part in the story.

Al Hart has _the role of Senator
Glen. W1lliam Turner the part of
Wlll1am Russell, and Rose Tapley is
the aunt.

Baby Vondell Darr and Charles
Gerson complete the line-up.
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